
About 100 kids and parents attended Breakfast with 
Santa and had something to eat before telling Santa their 
wishes.

Pick Up America

Effort to Promote Zero 
Waste has Local Ties
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Claret Hall will be closed 
Monday, January 19 for 

Martin Luther King, Jr. Day.

From 2010 to 2012, a group of 
young Marylanders performed 
the nation’s first and only coast-

to-coast roadside litter pick-up. In 
total, Pick Up America cleared more 
than 100 tons of litter over a contig-
uous 3,762 miles, presented to over 
10,000 people about environmental 

stewardship, and was featured in over 
200 media outlets. The group has 
roots in Clarksville and Columbia, as 
two of the founders, Jeff Chen and 
Kelly Klein, are River Hill High School 
alumni. The group’s future also has 
strong ties to Clarksville, as one of 
the organization’s co-founders, Davey 
Rogner, is a Howard County resident 
and now works for the Middle Patux-
ent Environmental Area as the Inva-
sive Species Project Manager. 
 Join Rogner and Klein on 
Wednesday, January 7 as they share 
music and stories about their jour-
ney, their present work, and their fu-
ture work devoted to environmental 
stewardship, conservation, and mak-
ing healthy choices. The event will be 
held from 7:30 to 9 p.m. at Claret Hall, 
6020 Daybreak Circle, Clarksville and 
is co-sponsored by the River Hill Wa-
tershed Committee and the Middle 
Patuxent Environmental Area.

Village Election Committee Forming
 Mark your calendars —River Hill Village 
Elections will be held on Saturday, April 25. 
The Association is currently seeking volun-
teers to serve on the Election Committee. 
There will be three open positions on the As-
sociation’s Board of Directors and the River 
Hill Columbia Council Member position will 
also be open. The Election Committee works 
closely with staff and the Board to ensure 
that the by-laws and election procedures 
are followed, they will help to plan Election 

Day activities, oversee the polls, and count 
the ballots on Election Day. Serving on this 
Committee is a short-term commitment and 
a perfect opportunity for residents who value 
the Association and the democratic process 
to become involved. Any member of the Asso-
ciation who is eligible to vote in the next elec-
tion may serve on the Election Committee.
 The nomination period for the open posi-
tions will be March 1 – 21. Nomination peti-

Continued on page 5

Thanks!

Baltimore Washington Eye Center 
Drs. Byron and David Bonebreak 
Collen Brothers Services
Columbia Family Eye Care
Columbia Guitar Studio
Glen Burnie Eyecare
Hilltop Child Care Center
Kimco Realty
Kumon
LeReve Real Estate
Shun Lu Re/Max 100
Maryland Homebrew
Mr. Handyman
Northrop Team Real Estate
PCF Management, Inc.
Personal Computerworks, Inc.
River Hill Optical
Eileen Robbins, Realtor
Olivia Vaught, Realtor
David Williams Electric Co., Inc.
Robin Wilson/Long & Foster

By advertising in The Villager, these 
companies support programs and 
events here in River Hill. 
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Board Highlights . . .

Board Meeting Schedule

All meetings are held at Claret Hall in the River Hill 
Village Center. Agendas are posted at Claret Hall on 
the Friday prior to the meeting. Residents are encour-
aged to attend Resident Speak-Out during each board 
meeting. If you have written material you would like 
the Board to review, please drop it by the village office 
by the Thursday prior to the meeting. All approved 
minutes are available for review at the village office. 
For additional information, please contact the village 
office.
NEXT BOARD MEETINGS: January 12 and February 
2 at 7 p.m. Please visit www.villageofriverhill.org to 
view the Board Meeting Agendas & Minutes. 

THE VILLAGER

Coordinator & Advertising, Maureen Cogan:  

newsletter@villageofriverhill.org

Printing: Brown & Associates: www.brownandassociates.biz

Design/Producation: www.realfreshcreative.com

Village Manager: 
Susan Smith, manager@villageofriverhill.org

Covenant Advisor: 
Eva Lambright, covenants@villageofriverhill.org

Facility Coordinator: 
Donna Bruhn, facilities@villageofriverhill.org

Communications & Events Coordinator: 
Maureen Cogan, newsletter@villageofriverhill.org

Administrative Assistant: 
Eudene Rossi, riverhill@villageofriverhill.org

River Hill Claret Hall Office Hours:
Tuesday/Thursday 9 a.m.–9 p.m.
Monday/Wednesday/Friday 9 a.m.–5 p.m.
Saturday 9 a.m.–Noon

Letters to the Board can be addressed to the village
office at the address above, or you may send an email to: 
manager@villageofriverhill.org.

RIVER HILL BOARD
Choith Atlani (Safety & Development)  ................... choith.atlani@gmail.com
Kathy Chavers (Special Events) ..........................Kathy.Chavers@gmail.com
John Herron ..................................................................... jhh729@gmail.com
Kenny Kan, Chairperson (Financial Matters) ............... kwtkan@hotmail.com
Esti Schabelman, Vice Chair,
    (Safety & Development)  ................................estischabelman@gmail.com
Liyan Zhang, (Development & Open Space) ..........zhang_liyan@yahoo.com
Michael Dai (Student Committee)

COLUMBIA COUNCIL REP.
Michael Cornell  301-742-2761

River Hill Community 
Association, Inc.

Claret Hall, 6020 Daybreak Circle
Clarksville, Maryland 21029

Phone 410-531-1749, 531-1769
Fax 410-531-1259

website: www.villageofriverhill.org

December 8, 2014

• Met with Milton Matthews, CA President, and Andy Stack, CA 
Board Vice Chair, who reviewed CA’s FY14 accomplishments 
and Strategic Plan.

• Approved FY15 2nd Quarter Financial Reports and Variance 
Analysis.

• Approved FY14 IRS 990 and 990T.
• Interviewed two candidates for membership on the Board: 

David Clark and Randy Lovelace. Two additional candidates 
will be interviewed at the January meeting.

• Executive Session: Personnel matters.
• Minutes Approved: November 3, 2014. 
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Council Corner:

Reflections on the Past...or The More Things Change

 Michael Cornell, River Hill Representative to Columbia Council
 Columbia Association Board of Directors 
 cell: 301-742-2761 home: 410-531-9340 
 michaelcornell@comcast.net
The views presented herein represent those of the author only and 
do not necessarily represent those of the River Hill Community As-
sociation Board of Directors.

 Over the last eight years as your representative to the Colum-
bia Council and Columbia Association (CA) Board of Directors, I 
have seen and been part of a growing, dynamic organization. Some 
highlights include: 
• Upgrading of infrastructure - retro fitting facilities for energy 

efficiency, general improvements, cosmetic and functional, 
bringing them up to code and making them ADA accessible

• Development of the Watershed Master Plan
• Development of the Aquatics Master Plan
• Creation of the Connectivity Plan for Cyclists and Pedestrians
• Completion of the 1.5 mile path around Lake Kittamaqundi
• Dredging of Lakes
• Creation of Lake and Pond Management Plans 
• Creation of the first 5-Year Capital Projects Plan 
• Opening of the Haven Mind Body Wellness Center
• Construction of a new Tennis Clubhouse in Owen Brown
• Renovation of the fairways and greens 
• Opening of the new Hobbits Glen Clubhouse in March 2015
• Opening of the solar array at the River Hill Pool 
• Establishment of the Stakeholder’s Reception Series to im-

prove relationships with Columbia’s other major stakehold-
ers including:
– Police and Fire & Rescue
– Howard County Legislative Team in Annapolis
– County Council and Executives
– Howard County Chamber of Commerce

• Renovation of CA’s website while expanding into social media 
via Facebook, Twitter, and Ignite Columbia

• Hosting the “Columbia Speaks” Open Forum
• Implementation of new IT systems
• Paying off of CA’s long term debt and bonds freeing up more 

money for operations and capital projects
• Maintaining CA’s bond rating
• Lowering the assessment rate cap - twice 
• Creation of the Inner Arbor Trust to oversee construction of 

the Park in Symphony Woods
• Establishment of a solar energy partnership with Array at 

Nixon’s Farm 
 There is still more to be done. So after all of what has hap-
pened over the last eight years, what is next? 
• Construction of Merriweather Park at Symphony Woods 
• CA Headquarters move 

• Continued improvements to infrastructure
• Continued implementation of the Watershed and Aquatics 

Plans
• Revitalization of Columbia’s Village Centers
• Changes to the County Master Plan for New Town (Columbia) 
• Continued retrofit and expansion of energy saving technology 
• Involvement in transportation issues in and around Columbia 

– including Downtown parking
 During my term I have had the pleasure and honor to serve as 
Vice Chair of the CA Board, Chair of Audit Committee – six terms, 
CA Board Chair, and Chair of the Planning and Strategy Commit-
tee. 
 As many of you know by now, I will be leaving office with the 
conclusion of elections in April and look forward to working and 
serving in the community in other capacities. 
 Thank you for the opportunity, feedback, and support! 

Happy New Year 
to All 
from the 

River Hill Community Association
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From Page 1

Election Committee

Watershed Tip

Resolutions for Our Watershed
 Our watershed is a bellwether. When our streams and rivers 
run clean to the oceans, we know that we are being good stewards 
of the land, water, and air. We know our homes and communi-
ties are healthy. On the other hand, when plastic and other trash, 
road salt, gasoline and oil, pet waste, fertilizers and herbicides run 
off our yards, pavement and farms and into our waterways, we 
had better make some serious New Year’s resolutions. Otherwise, 
we’ll be stuck with growing dead zones in the Chesapeake Bay, 

closed beaches, mutant fish, and all manner of other messes. 
 So, here are a few resolutions for each season. 

Winter: 
• Let’s recycle all holiday trees. Let’s not dump them in open 

space. After removing all decorations, including tinsel, take 
the tree to the curb along with the recycling bin. Or take it to 
one of the collection sites, such as Kendall Hardware.

• We absolutely won’t use fertilizer as a deicer. Road salt, 
though ubiquitous, also causes many problems. Let’s protect 
plants and waterways by using magnesium chloride or calci-
um magnesium acetate as a deicer. 

• Let’s compost food scraps along with our leaves and yard 
trim. If you haven’t already, request a free green bin from 
Howard County. Details at http://www.FeedTheGreenBin.org 
or call 410-313-6444.

Spring  
• Spring showers are often torrents. Let’s install a rain barrel to 

catch some runoff from the roof. The rainwater can be used to 
water our flowers and shrubs.

• Let’s consider getting rid of some labor-, water- and chemi-
cal-intensive lawn, especially areas in shade, on steep slopes, 
or in awkward corners. A rain garden will help slow the flow 
of rain to our rivers. We could also replace some grass with 
a vegetable garden; native groundcover (creeping phlox, ju-
niper, moss phlox, partridgeberry, sedums); native shrubs 
(bearberry, black crowberry, blue-ridge blueberry, bunchber-
ry, lowbush blueberry, trailing arbutus, wintergreen); native 
perennials (Christmas fern, lily of the valley, mayapple, New 
York fern, plantain lily, showy evening primrose , strawber-
ries, violets, Virginia bluebells, wild geraniums, wild ginger, 
yarrow; and native vines such as American bittersweet—not 
to be confused with invasive Oriental bittersweet—crossvine, 
trumpet creeper, Virginia creeper, drought-tolerant grasses).

Summer  
• Let’s use fewer or no pesticides or fertilizers on the remaining 

lawn. Mow grass three inches or taller, preferably with a push 
mower. (An hour behind a gas mower yields the same pollu-
tion as a 100-mile car trip.)  

• Let’s wash the car at the commercial carwash or on a grassy 
area. Washing vehicles on the pavement sends grease, oil and 
gasoline directly to the storm drains and then to our rivers. As 
the storm drain signs say: Only Rain Down the Drain.

Fall
• Let’s step away from the noisy and polluting leaf blower. We 

can rake leaves onto garden beds to use as mulch for the win-
ter. Place excess leaves into the green food-scrap recycling 
bin, other open bin, or large paper bags and place them at the 
curb, where they can be hauled off and turned into compost. 
Let’s not put leaves in plastic bags. Leaves sealed hermetically 
in plastic bags can’t break down to become soil—so the plastic 
can ruin compost. And plastic never goes away.

 And, a final resolution for all seasons: We will pick up after 
our dogs in every season. Look for the new pet waste stations on 
the pathways.
 May we have a healthy watershed in 2015.
 The River Hill Watershed Committee has many activities 
planned for 2015. Check out and LIKE their Facebook page for up-
dates at www.facebook.com/WatershedCommittee.

tions will be available at Claret Hall and on our website beginning 
March 1. Residents interested in running for election are encour-
aged to attend an upcoming Board Meeting and to contact the 
current Board Members to learn more about the roles and respon-
sibilities.
 To volunteer on the Election Committee or for more informa-
tion on running for the Association’s Board of Directors or the 
Council Representative position, contact the Village Manager, 
Susan Smith, at manager@villageofriverhill.org or 410-531-1749.
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Ever Wondered How Columbia 
Came to Be?
 A free mini-course being offered this February by Columbia 
Association’s (CA) Columbia Archives will capture the events of a 
significant period in the history of Jim Rouse’s planned commu-
nity.
 “Creating Columbia: A Mini-Course” will be held on three 
Mondays: Feb. 2, 9 and 16, from 2 to 3:30 p.m. at Slayton House, 
10400 Cross Fox Lane in the Wilde Lake Village Center. The mini-
course is free, but registration is encouraged. People can choose to 
register for all three Mondays or for individual sessions via www.
CreatingColumbia.Eventbrite.com or by calling 410-715-3103.
 It was big news when the plan for Columbia was presented 50 
years ago. The announcement made on November 11, 1964 was 
met with many questions and some answers. The period that led 
up to it included a year of hard work, but what followed was an 
even more hectic schedule. “Creating Columbia: A Mini-Course” 
looks at the period from November 1964 to May 1965, covering 
the formal Columbia plan, the initial reaction to it and the feverish 
work that followed in order to fine tune the plan, cement relation-
ships within Howard County, and ensure that the plan would be 
accepted and then greenlighted for development.
 The February 2 session, “Introducing the Plan,” will look at 
the focus on the November 11, 1964, announcement and the ini-
tial reaction to it.
 The February 9 session, “Inspiration and Perspiration,” will 
paint a picture of the period in which Columbia transitioned from 
an idea into the business of building, including the all-consuming 
details of planning and design, zoning regulations, institutional 
and industrial development, information and public relations, and 
the business of managing 14,000 acres of woods and farmland.
 The February 16 session, “Columbia Gets the Go-Ahead,” 
captures Rouse’s schedule, illustrating the pace at which he met 
the opportunities and challenges of building Columbia.
 These sessions will be led by Columbia historian Barbara 
Kellner, director of Columbia Archives. For more information, call 
410-715-3103 or email Barbara.Kellner@ColumbiaAssociation.
org.  
 A related exhibit can be viewed at Columbia Archives until 
May 2015. The Archives is open Monday through Friday from 9 
a.m. to 5 p.m., 10227 Wincopin Circle in downtown Columbia in 
the American City Building. This is the third exhibit in the “Cel-
ebrating Columbia: 50 Years Ago Today” series, which traces the 
events leading up to Columbia’s official beginning on June 21, 
1967. The series will conclude in June 2017, when the community 
celebrates its 50th birthday.

Velvet Path Pond Project
 The Howard County Department of Public Works, Bureau 
of Environmental Services has notified the Association that they 
are working on a design project located on Columbia Association 
property. The project is located within a public drainage and util-
ity easement near the northeast corner of Summer Sunrise Drive/
Velvet Path. This project is necessary to repair and upgrade the 
stormwater quality pond and its infrastructure, to stabilize the as-
sociated outfall and stream banks, and ensure the pond and out-
fall meet current design and safety standards.
 The County is currently in the design phase. Construction is 
anticipated for winter 2015 - 2016.  We will share additional de-

tails and schedule information as it becomes available.
 If you have questions, contact Kelly Hargadin, Project Manag-
er at 410-313-0844 or khargadin@howardcountymd.gov.

Be a Biggest Winner Next Year
 Lose fat, gain muscle tone, and celebrate your success with 
Columbia Association’s (CA) Biggest Winner Weight Loss and Fit-
ness Contest. Registration is open through January 16 for the 
contest, which provides a fun, motivational and supportive way to 
lose weight and learn how to live a healthier lifestyle.
 “Biggest Winner” is an eight-week program that takes place at 
CA’s three fitness facilities, but is open to anyone. The contest al-
lows participants to achieve personal goals while also contribut-
ing to their team’s success. Prizes will be awarded to the contest’s 
winners.
 Register at any of the three CA fitness facilities: Columbia 
Athletic Club (5435 Beaverkill Road in Harper’s Choice, 410-730-
6744); Columbia Gym (6151 Daylong Lane in River Hill, 410-531-
0800); and Supreme Sports Club (7080 Deepage Drive in east 
Columbia, 410-381-5355). Early registration is encouraged to re-
serve a preferred time with a trainer. Prices are per participant: 
$399 for Package Plan Plus members; $429 for Package Plan 
members or members of individual facilities; $519 for Columbia 
Cardholders; and $549 for non-resident non-members. During 
the contest, participants will have all the privileges that come with 
being a Package Plan Plus member.
 “Biggest Winner” begins on Saturday January 17 with a kick-
off event being held from 11:30 a.m. to 1 p.m. at Columbia Gym. 
The kickoff event will include contestants meeting their team, hav-
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ing their first weigh-in, t-shirt pickup, and more. Guests are wel-
come. Participants will also receive a body composition pre-test on 
Sunday, January 18 and should schedule an appointment at Co-
lumbia Gym by calling 410-531-0800. The body composition post-
test will also be held at the Columbia Gym on Saturday, March 14.
 For eight weeks, teams of four will meet with their personal 
trainer twice a week. A success celebration will be held on Satur-
day, March 21 from 11 a.m. to 1 p.m. at Columbia Athletic Club. 
Guests are welcome as results are announced, winners receive 
prizes, and more.
 Awards will recognize the individual competitor with the best 
percentage of weight loss, the team with the best percentage of 
weight loss, and the individual with the best percentage of body 
composition change. There also will be a drawing for competitors 
who attended all of the Biggest Winner seminars. And the team 
with the highest score in the biweekly fitness challenges will have 
a chance for a prize.
 Medical clearance may be required to participate in “Biggest 
Winner.” For more information, please email BiggestWinner@Co-
lumbiaAssociation.org or call 410-531-8975.

Like Claret Hall  
on Facebook! 
www.facebook.com/ClaretHallMD
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Shun Lu, Ph.D, Re/Max 100
410-440-7738 (C) 410-730-6100 (O)

Email: ShunLu@ReMax.net
Web: ShunLuRealEstate.com
Office:  5575 Sterrett Place
  Columbia, MD 21044

Top 1% Realtors Nationwide 
A resident of Clarksville

Your real estate expert in River Hill & Howard County

Former RH Liaison Officer 
Recognized for Saving a Life
 Some River Hill residents may know Howard County police of-
ficer, Cpl. Terrence Benn, who saved a substitute teacher’s life last 
month.
 Cpl. Benn, who was River Hill’s Community Liaison Officer 
until recently, was out on a traffic stop when a 911 call came in 
that a man collapsed in a Reservoir High School classroom, ac-
cording to a report from the Howard County Police Department.
 Benn used an automated external defibrillator (AED) to revive 
the victim, who turned out to be a substitute teacher, police said. 
The teacher was taken to a local hospital, where he is still being 
treated, according to police.
 The school resource officer normally on duty at Reservoir was 
out sick that day, according to the statement.
 “This time of year is often called the season of miracles, which 
seems especially fitting...” police said in a statement.
 Earlier this year, Benn received the Howard County Police De-
partment’s Outstanding Community Service Award for 2014.
 “He is a true example of our outstanding members, who are 
trained to act quickly in any situation,” Howard County Police 
Chief Gary L. Gardner said. “I was not surprised at all to learn of 
Cpl. Benn’s decisive actions and could not be more proud of him.”

Cpl. Benn hands out badges to kids at 
the Raising Compassionate Kids event at 
Claret Hall in 2013.
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School News

Winter Classes in River Hill:
Adult Ballroom Dance Class  (Claret Hall)      NEW!

M   ongoing  6:30 – 7:30 p.m.
Contact sam@studiodans.com to register.

Boot Camp (Meeting Room)                            NEW!

M/W/F  ongoing   5:45 – 7 a.m. 
Contact phbootcamp@gmail.com to register

Easy Method Driving School (Meeting Room)

Tu/Th  5:50 – 9:05 p.m.
Call 410-461-9090 or 1-877-461-9090 or
visit www.easymethoddrivingschool.com.

Music Together with Miri (Claret Hall)

Th ongoing 10 – 10:45 a.m.  Ages 0 – 5
Now registering for late fall and winter classes. For information 
call 301-758-0304 or visit www.musictogetherwithmiri.com.

The Nurtured Life Yoga (Meeting Room)          NEW!

Sat   ongoing 7 – 8 a.m. 
Email thenurturedlife@icloud.com to register.

QiGong (Claret Hall)     

Tu ongoing 7 – 8 p.m. 
Call 240-462-9103 for information. Drop in to register.

Tien Shan Kung Fu (Claret Hall)

Tu/Th ongoing 7:30 – 8:45 p.m.
Call 410-381-9077 or email qjohn@juno.com.

Yoga Beginners Workshop (Claret Hall)

Wed   ongoing  6 – 7:15 p.m.
Email KerriCooke26@gmail.com to register.

Zumba® (Claret Hall)

Tu/Th ongoing 9:30 – 10:30 a.m. and 6 – 7 p.m.
Visit www.maria72.zumba.com or email welcome@msmaria.dk 
to register.

HCPSS Named Among Best 
School Districts in the Nation
 The Howard County Public School System has been named 
among the best school districts in the nation, and the top dis-
trict in the state of Maryland, according to rankings recently re-
leased by Niche.com, an education and community analysis firm. 
The system received ‘A’ grades or better for academic rigor, stu-
dent diversity, and quality of teachers. Rankings are based on a 
mathematical formula that weighs institutional and system demo-
graphic data and survey responses from more than four million 
respondents. To see more information visit http://ow.ly/FaK9S.

Safe Driving Presentation
 A Safe Driving Presentation has been scheduled for January 
29 at 6:30 p.m. at Howard High School, 8700 Old Annapolis Rd, 
Ellicott City to assist your student in obtaining a parking pass for 
his/her school. A parent/guardian must be present with their stu-
dent. Forms can be obtained in the front office of any high school 
and should be completed prior to arrival. The cost of a permit is 
$15. Students must clear all obligations before obtaining a park-
ing permit. Seniors will be offered parking passes first, having pri-
ority over juniors.

WIE DREAM Conference
 Registration is now open for the 7th Annual Women in Engi-
neering (WIE) DREAM Conference. All high school students (grade 
9 or higher – no exceptions), particularly girls, parents, teach-
ers, and community members are invited to attend or volunteer, 
but must register. Through interactive workshops, discussions, 
and demonstrations, participants will be immersed in an exciting 
learning environment with the goal of igniting interest in engineer-
ing. Saturday, February 14, 2015 from 9 a.m. to 2:30 p.m. at the 
Adele H. Stamp Student Union, University of Maryland, College 
Park. The conference is free and includes lunch for participants. 
Plus, students who attend the event and subsequently, the Clark 
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School News
School at the UMD will be eligible to apply for DREAM scholar-
ships valued at up to $2,500. For more information and to regis-
ter, visit www.wie.umd.edu/k12/dream-conference.

Elementary Curriculum 
Committee Members Needed
 The Howard County Public School System is seeking How-
ard County residents to serve on the Elementary Curriculum Ad-
visory Committee. The committee is responsible for establishing 
and maintaining positive partnerships among families, communi-
ty, and the school system, while supporting the system’s goals for 
student achievement and performance in the reading and math-
ematics curriculum. Learn more at http://ow.ly/FrH1I.

Parent & Friends Awards
 Applications are now being accepted for two education 
awards. The 2014 Maryland State Department of Education’s Par-
ent Involvement Matters Awards (PIMA) recognize parents and 
guardians who have made significant contributions to schools 
and school systems in improving education, securing resources, 
developing programs, or influencing educational policy at local 
and state levels. Nomination forms are available for download at 

www.MarylandPublicSchools.org/pima. The Board of Education’s 
Friends of Education Award recognizes individuals, business-
es, or organizations making innovative or unique contributions 
that directly support the school system’s mission of excellence in 
teaching and learning. Any Howard County resident or group, or-
ganization, or business located in or serving Howard County may 
be nominated for the award. Nomination forms and additional de-
tails are available at www.hcpss.org/board/friends-of-education/. 
Nomination deadline for both awards is January 30, 2015.

Is Today a Snow Day?
 When inclement weather or other events result in school clos-
ings or delays, the HCPSS website, www.hcpss.org, is the first 
and most complete source of information. Notifications are also 
made via email and text message services, social media, and more. 
Learn more at http://ow.ly/FrHwY.

Girls Who Code
 Girls Who Code is excited to offer a free 7-week Summer Im-
mersion Program in Washington, DC. In the program, rising ju-
niors and seniors are embedded inside a technology company 
daily. To learn more, visit http://girlswhocode.com/programs/.

For the Straight Facts about Braces
Consult Drs. Byron and David Bonebreak, ORTHODONTISTS

The River Hill Village Center 
(next to the RH Giant and The Columbia Gym)

Offering the Best Treatments, including

Best Treatments Available
Reasonable Fees
Afternoon & Evening Appointments
Consultations are Free
Excellent Results
Super Smiles

Free Initial Consultation
410-381-1077
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 The Resident Architectural Committee (RAC) review and 
recommendation meetings are generally held at 7:30 p.m. at 
Claret Hall. The sign-in attendance sheet is available at 7 p.m. 
Applications are reviewed in the order that applicants sign-in. 
Applicants should bring to the meeting any supplemental docu-
mentation, application amendments, or additional information 
that the RAC has requested.
 Architectural Guidelines and application forms for exterior 
alterations and in-home businesses can be obtained at Claret 
Hall or online at www.villageofriverhill.org. RAC meeting agen-
das are posted at the Village office and on the website. Agen-
das are published in The Villager when the publication schedule 
permits. Residents are encouraged to attend the RAC review 
meeting. The Architectural Committee (AC) decision may differ 
from the RAC recommendation. Therefore, residents must not 
begin their project until they receive notice of the final decision. 
Please allow 5 to 6 weeks for the entire application process.

RAC APPLICATION SUBMISSION
Deadline (Friday) Meeting Date

December 26, 2014 January 7, 2015

January 2, 2015 January 21, 2015

January 16, 2015 February 4, 2015

January 30, 2015 February 18, 2015

February 13, 2015 March 4, 2015

February 27, 2015 March 18, 2015

FAST TRACK SCHEDULE
Application Deadline Fridays by 12 Noon

Architectural News

AC Decisions
December 17, 2014

Pending
12029 Floating Clouds Path      Door: Front, Portico
6008 Winter Grain Path     Drainage, Landscaping

November 19, 2014

Approved
6509 Autumn Wind Circle     Addition 
5800 Silent Sun Place   Play Equipment, Patio, 
  Retaining Walls  
6316 Last Sunbeam Place   Deck, Patio 

Approved with Condition
6407 Morning Time Lane     Landscaping, Retaining Walls,
  Shed

Disapproved
6616 Forest Shade Trail  Restyling

Check 
out the 
River Hill 
Community
Association’s Facebook page. 

“Like Us” to get valuable information 
and stay informed about activities 
happening in Columbia. We’re also 
on Twitter! @ClaretHallMD
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Architectural News

Fast Track Applications
Approved
6504 Great Drum Circle        Solar Collector
12105 Sunlit Water Way         Color Change: Door, Shutters, 
  Trim
6049 Blue Point Court        Tree Removal
6300 Silvery Star Path        Siding
6508 Great Drum Circle     Solar Collector
12109 Trailing Moss Gate Solar Panels

Approved with Condition
6316 Gentle Light Lane Color Change: Shutter, 
  Front Door

Snow Shoveling: Tools, 
Techniques, and Tips to Save 
Your Back
 Shoveling is hard enough. Here are some ways 
to avoid compounding that drudgery with the wrong shov-
el and bad shoveling techniques, both of which can 
put a serious strain on your back and even your heart. 
 When buying a new snow shovel, common sense says that 

the larger the shovel scoop, the quicker the work. But that doesn’t 
mean you should automatically shop for the biggest scoop. Snow, 
particularly wet snow, is heavy, and the bigger the scoop, the more 
strain you’ll put on your neck, shoulders, and back. Keep the di-
mensions moderate. A good size for most situations is 18 to 22 
inches wide.

Material of Choice
 High-strength plastic shovels are strong, lightweight, and 
easy to use. Because they’re less prone to freezing, they release 
snow better than metal shovels. However, constant scraping 
against concrete walks and driveways can wear out the leading 
edge in a single season, and they’re not good for removing ice.
 Steel shovels are hard to beat for durability — they’ll outlast 
all others. But they’re the heaviest models out there, and require 
more energy to use. They’re also the most expensive. Steel shovels 
are useful for removing both snow and ice.
 Aluminum snow shovels are more durable than plastic, and 
lighter and less expensive than steel. However, aluminum may 
bend when it comes in contact with a stubborn ice chunk or a 
crack in a driveway. Once bent, they’re difficult to repair.

Getting the Shaft
 It doesn’t matter how strong a shovel blade is if the shaft 
twists, turns, and bows while you’re trying to use it. Look for shov-
els with a sturdy steel, aluminum, or wooden handle. With their 
high strength-to-weight ratio, fiberglass and resin handles are the 
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premium choice, although you’ll pay up to 20% more than other 
types of handles.

What You’ll Pay
 Prices for snow shovels range from as low as $15 for a flimsy 
plastic model on up to $125 for a solid steel shovel with wooden 
or fiberglass shaft. Most good-quality shovels, however, fall in the 
$30 to $50 range.

Ergonomic Ease
 The snow shovels with the funny-looking Z-shaped shafts are 
billed as “ergonomic.” They’re designed to ease the strain on your 
lower back by reducing the amount of bending you’ll do while 
scooping snow. Prices for well-built ergonomic shovels range from 
$25 to $75. Another version includes a large wheel attached to the 
handle. The wheel supports all the weight of the snow and acts as 
a fulcrum for lifting snow and helping you move it out of the way. 
You will pay $130 for this model.

When Push Comes to Shove
 When it comes to physical exertion, it’s always better to push 
the snow rather than lift it. Push-type snow shovels or plows are 
great for driveways and walks where you can simply shove the 
snow off to the side. Because snow pushers are large in size — 
anywhere from 24 to 36 inches wide — they aren’t great for when 
the snow is deep or has to be thrown over a snow bank. Make 
sure the width of the snow pusher isn’t wider than your narrowest 
walkways. Snow pushers and plows usually have large, U-shaped 
handles. Expect to pay $25 for a plastic 24-inch plow and up to 
$80 for 30-inch heavy-duty aluminum models.

Safety First
 It isn’t just a myth that many people get injured from the sim-
ple act of shoveling snow. In fact, according to a study by the Cen-
ter for Injury Research and Policy, there are more than 11,000 
medical emergencies each year related to shoveling snow. 
 The study found that just two minutes of shoveling snow can 
stress your cardiovascular system and raise heart rates past rec-
ommended levels. Singled out for blame: the non-ergonomic de-
sign of many snow shovels.
 To reduce the risk of injury, the American Academy of Or-
thopedic Surgeons suggests you do the following:
• Check with your doctor to make sure you’re healthy enough 

to shovel.
• Dress appropriately in layers of light, water-repellent cloth-

ing. Don’t forget the hat, gloves, and slip-resistant boots.
• Clear snow early and often. It’s easier to remove large snow-

falls in multiple phases than all at once.
• Warm up before starting. Stretch or perform light exercise for 

10 minutes before shoveling.
• Pace yourself, take frequent breaks, and stay hydrated by 

drinking water throughout.
• Push, rather than lift, the snow whenever possible.
• When lifting snow, bend at the knees with a straight back.
• When moving snow, walk and dump it as opposed to throw-

ing it.

SNOW SHOVELER’S LIST 2014
Andrew Baytler (443)-535-8733
Mathew Bleakney (410)-531-5391
Alex Chase (301)-537-2747
David Hazel (301)-675-1468
If you would like to be added to our list, call 410-531-1749 or email 
riverhill@villageofriverhill.org.

 Alternatives include safely using a snow blower or hiring a 
snow-removal contractor. The River Hill Community Association 
maintains a list of local youth who will shovel snow (see below).
Source: Houselogic Author: Douglas Trattner
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Text to Join!
You can now join Claret Hall’s e-mail list with the 
tap of a few keys on your phone. Find 
out about upcoming events and other 
important neighborhood news. Text 
CLARETHALL to 22828 to get started.

Jazz @ The Lake
Latin jazz great Paquito D’Rivera will perform Saturday, January 
24 at the Jazz @ The Lake Concert at 7:30 p.m. at the Jim Rouse 
Theatre, Wilde Lake High School, 5460 Trumpeter Rd., Columbia. 
Tickets are $25 ($10 for students) and can be purchased online at 
InstantSeats.com/events/JimRouseTheatre or at Wilde Lake High 
School. For more information, contact WildeLakeJazz@gmail.com 
or 410-997-2070.

Art Center Salon Series
Columbia Art Center’s salon series continues in January with a 
presentation on Ancient Symbolic Motifs with local artist Chaya 
Schapiro Monday, January 12 at 7 p.m. free of charge. The pre-
sentation is co-sponsored by Little Patuxent Review. Check out the 
salon series flyer at http://ow.ly/G0cCw which includes presenta-
tions through June 2015.

MLK Day of Service
Join the Jewish Federation of Howard County Sunday, January 
19 at Heartlands, Temple Isaiah with the Autism Society, and with 
Food on the 15th at the Morningside Park Apartments or the Tiber 
Hudson Building for a morning of Tikkun Olam (volunteering). 
There are limited spaces at each location, so register soon at www.
jewishhowardcounty.org/volunteer. For more information, contact 

Michelle Goldberg at mgoldberg@jewishhowardcounty.org or 410-
730-4976 x118.

HoCo Police Cadet Testing
The Howard County Police Department will be conducting appli-
cant testing for both summer seasonal and full-time cadet po-
sitions Tuesday, January 20 at 6 p.m. (written test only) and 
Saturday, January 24 at 9 a.m. (written & physical tests) at the 
Public Safety Training Facility, 2200 Scott Wheeler Drive in Marri-
ottsville. Applicants must bring a valid photo ID. A physicians au-
thorization form is required for the physical ability test (this form 
is located on the recruitment page of www.HCPD.org). For more 
information please visit the recruitment page of www.HCPD.org.

Camp Expo
Now in its 32nd year, Camp Expo is sponsored by the Harper’s 
Choice Community Association and attracts families from the 
area looking for summer programs for their children. There will be 
special prize drawings throughout the event including up to three 
$100 gift cards towards the winner’s camp of choice. This year’s 
expo will be Sunday, January 25 from 2:30 to 5 p.m. at Kahler 
Hall, 5440 Old Tucker Row, Columbia. 

Wedding Extravaganza
Friday, January 23 is the date for Turf Valley’s Wedding Extrava-
ganza which includes over 80 wedding vendors, a fashion show, 
and a full-course seated dinner. This event takes place at 2700 
Turf Valley Road, Ellicott City from 4:30 to 9:30 p.m. Tickets are 
$28. Overnight packages are available. Visit wwwTurfValley.com/
weddingshow or call 410-423-0812 to find out more.
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Bagel Bin & Deli 
410-531-0335

Columbia Bank 
410-531-7000

Everett Jewelers 
410-531-7990

Giant Food 
410-531-7831

Hair Cuttery 
410-531-8052

Ledo Pizza 
443-535-0599

M&T Bank 
410-531-7083

Massage Envy 
410-531-0711

McDonald’s 
410-531-7950

Panda Kitchen 
410-531-7866

River Hill Cleaners 
410-531-7742

River Hill Optical 
410-531-7920

River Hill Sports 
Grille 
410-531-7900

www.riverhillvillagecenter.com

Subway 
410-531-7982

Sunoco 
410-531-7510

Tower Federal Credit Union 
301-497-7000

The UPS Store 
410-531-9861

Vintage Cellars 
410-531-7860

African Heritage Concert
Join the Howard County Concert Orchestra in celebrating music 
by composers of African heritage from Africa, America, and Eu-
rope with guest master of ceremonies Beverly White Seals, Pres-
ident of the Community Foundation of Howard County. The 
performance is Sunday, January 11 at 4 p.m. in St. John’s Epis-
copal Church, 9120 Frederick Road, Ellicott City. Tickets are $25 
for adults; $12 for students; and free to kids 17 and under. For 
more information, call 888-921-7230 or visit www.hococo.org.

MD Freedom Conference
This public awareness initiative on human trafficking will take 
place Saturday, January 21 from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. at Towson Uni-
versity West Village Commons, 8000 York Road, Towson. Learn 
and discuss how communities and individuals can not only react 
to the atrocity of human trafficking but also how to respond. 
Sponsored by Maryland Human Trafficking Task Force, the Bal-
timore County and Maryland Commissions for Women, and the 
Governor’s Office of Crime Control & Prevention.  Contact info 
needed.
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Animal Crackers TLC Pet Sitting 

“Our Passion is Your Pets”
Professional Dog Walking & Cat/Dog TLC Visits (vacation, mid-
day, overnight) New Client Discount. Free binder & gift. Contact: 
www.PetSittinginMd.com; 443-745-8309; jneckritz@comcast.net.

Antiques and Estates Wanted!
Cash or Consignment for your Quality Furniture, Art, Silver, 
China, Jewelry, Rugs, Dolls, Toys, Coins, Collectibles. 30+yr ex-
perience. Free Appraisals. Caplan’s Auction Co. at the Historic 
Savage Mill. 410-750-7676 or visit www.Caplans.com.

Be a Guest at Your Next Celebration!
Time Saver Advantage specializes in “day of” party support in-
cluding Mitzvahs, Graduations, Weddings, Anniversaries, and 
more. Contact Beverly Johnston - 410-428-6771, www.tsadvan-
tage.com or bev@tsadvantage.com.

Tutor
Learning Disabilities, Executive Functioning Disorder, High 
Functioning Autism; all ages (K-12); specializing in organizational 
skills, study skills, time management, reading/writing process, 
reading skills, all with application to content material at any level. 

SAT/ACT reading and English areas. Background: Special Educa-
tion Coordinator for school based programs. Howard County resi-
dent. 301-922-6827 or e-mail InsightsED@gmail.com.

Short on Time?
Time Saver Advantage, a bonded and insured Personal Assistant 
Service, handles life’s time consuming tasks including errand run-
ning, waiting for service technician, organizing projects, and spe-
cial event support.  Contact Beverly Johnston - 410-428-6771, 
www.tsadvantage.com or bev@tsadvantage.com.

Save This Ad—Home & Garden
Landscape, Tree/Shrub, Roof, Gutter, Brick/Wood, Fence, Patio/
Step, Drainage, Paint, Chimney, Floodlight bulbs, Demolition, 
Mailbox, Shed repair, Pressure-wash House/Deck. *Whole house 
clean-out to Sell or Rent. Mike 410-290-9728.

Award Winning Child Care— 
Kids in the Castle

Before and after family child care from PRES and CMS (on the bus 
route). Infant through 12 years. Full and part time, small group, 
flexible hours. Howard County Children’s Services award for ex-
cellence in 2010-2013. License #155756. Call 410-531-8418.
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Get a Fresh Start This Year!

Let Organizers on Call help make 2015 the year for you to have a 
simpler, saner life by clearing your clutter and organizing what is 
left. Call us at 443-878-7957 or visit www.organizersoncall.com 
to get started!

K-9 & Coffee
Now Open! K-9 & Coffee at Tiki’s Playhouse. Off-Leash Dog Play-
ground and Coffee Bar. Organic coffee and teas. Coffee Bar open 
M-F 6:30am-12pm and Saturday 8am-12pm. Dog Playground 
Saturdays 8am-12pm. 3830 Ten Oaks Road, Glenelg. Visit www.
k9andcoffee.com. Bring your pup and grab a cup! 410-489-7889.

Clarksville K-12 Tutor
Experienced Tutor Available for K-12 Math, Common core, Sci-
ence, Chess, Algebra, Calculus, Geometry, Physics, Test (SAT, 
ACT) Prep/review. River Hill Resident. PhD in Engineering. Flex-
ible hrs, location. Call 612-325-0605, email: rachana_v@hotmail.
com. $40+/hr.

MOMS Club of Clarksville
A social and support group for at-home moms of Clarksville, Co-
lumbia-West, Highland, Fulton, Dayton, Glenelg, and western 
Howard County. Offers activities and playgroups. For more in-
formation, contact momsclubofclarksvillemd@yahoo.com or visit 
www.momsclubofclarksvillemd.org.
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