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January is a Month of Service & Giving at Claret Hall

Book Drive, Food Bank Support Needed
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D

uring the week of Martin Luther
King, Jr. Day (January 20), all ten
Columbia villages are hosting service activities. The River Hill Community
Association is holding a book drive, craft,
and story readings. Activities begin at 10
a.m. on Tuesday, January 21, which is a
day off from school. Bring gently used or
new books to Claret Hall to be donated to
Howard County Reading Council’s Laundromat Literacy program. By placing a bin
of books in a few local laundromats, this
initiative puts free books in the hands of
children and adults.
We’ll provide markers, colored paper,
stickers, scissors, music, and light snacks.
You and the kids can make a page for your
book(s) that tells why you recommend the
book(s) and kids can draw a picture of a
scene from their book(s). Participants can
also make a bookmark to take home.
Volunteers will be reading aloud to
the children at 11 a.m. and 1 p.m.
For a list of all the Villages’ service activities, see page 5. You can participate in
any of them.

To see pictures from Breakfast with Santa, visit www.villageofriverhill.org and click the “Events” tab.

Claret Hall a Food Bank
Drop Off Location
Each year, Claret Hall is a drop-off site
for donations to the Howard County Food
Bank. The Food Bank provides emergency food grants to families to ensure families have adequate nutritious food and also
warehouses food for distribution to other
food pantries in the county.
The primary source of products for
the Food Bank is donations from groups
and individuals who conduct food drives in
their community. Claret Hall is happy to be
conducting a food drive for the Food Bank
during the month of January. The Food
Bank shelves tend to need re-stocking at
this time of year, so there is a collection bin
(look for the Big Blue Bin) at Claret Hall,
6020 Daybreak Circle, Clarksville for do-

nations and it will stay until January 31.
You can donate items by leaving them in
the bin during our business hours of Mon/
Wed/Fri from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m.; Tuesday
and Thursday from 9 a.m. to 9 p.m.; and
Saturday from 9 a.m. to noon.
All donations of non-perishable food
and personal items are appreciated, but
the items that the Food Bank needs the
most right now are:
• Canned fruit
• Soup
• Pasta Sauce
• Pasta
• Cereal (hot and cold)
If you’re in need of items, locate a food
bank by visiting http://cac-hc.org/CAC/
cac_helpfood.htm and click on the highlighted Food Pantries link in the text for a
full list of locations and contact information.
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River Hill Community
Association, Inc.
Claret Hall, 6020 Daybreak Circle
Clarksville, Maryland 21029
Phone 410-531-1749, 531-1769
Fax 410-531-1259
website: www.villageofriverhill.org

Board Highlights . . .
December 9, 2013
•

•
•

River Hill Claret Hall Office Hours:
Tuesday/Thursday
9 a.m.–9 p.m.
Monday/Wednesday/Friday
9 a.m.–5 p.m.
Saturday
9 a.m.–Noon
Letters to the Board can be addressed to the village
office at the address above, or you may send an email to:
manager@villageofriverhill.org.

Village Manager:
Susan Smith, manager@villageofriverhill.org
Covenant Advisor:
Eva Lambright, covenants@villageofriverhill.org
Facility Coordinator:
Donna Bruhn, facilities@villageofriverhill.org

•

Met with Andy Stack, CA Board of Directors Chairperson and
Aria Connor, CA Communications Department. Ms. Connor
reviewed new efforts to engage and communicate with residents including: Inspire Columbia website, Excite Columbia
program, and the new CA website which is nearing completion. Mr. Stack provided an overview of CA’s recent accomplishments, FY13 financial reports, and CA Board Committee
objectives for FY14.
Approved FY14 2nd Quarter Financial Reports and Variance
Analysis.
Executive Session held to discuss legal and personnel matters.
Minutes Approved: November 18, 2013.

Board Meeting Schedule
All meetings are held in Claret Hall at the River Hill Village
Center. Agendas are posted at Claret Hall on the Friday prior
to the meeting. Residents are encouraged to attend Resident
Speak-Out during each board meeting. If you have written
material you would like the Board to review, please drop it by
the village office by the Thursday prior to the meeting. All approved minutes are available for review at the village office. For
additional information, please contact the village office.
NEXT BOARD MEETINGS: January 6, January 27 if needed,
and February 10 at 7 p.m. Please visit www.villageofriverhill.
org to view the Board Meeting Agendas & Minutes.

Communications & Events Coordinator:
Maureen Cogan, newsletter@villageofriverhill.org
Administrative Assistant:
Eudene Rossi, riverhill@villageofriverhill.org

Text to Join!

RIVER HILL BOARD
Melissa Bradshaw....................................................................571-243-9462
Kathy Chavers (Development & Open Space).....Kathy.Chavers@gmail.com
Jenny Chu (Special Events)....................................... jennyzchu@yahoo.com
Kenny Kan, Chairperson (Financial Matters)................ kwtkan@hotmail.com
Dengfeng Liu............................................................................. liudf@jhu.edu
Dipper Wettstein (Watershed) ............................ Dipper@BrazzelDazzle.com
Liyan Zhang, Vice Chair (Development &
Open Space)........................................................zhang_liyan@yahoo.com
Tiffany Kan (Student Committee)

COLUMBIA COUNCIL REP.
Michael Cornell

301-742-2761

THE VILLAGER
Coordinator & Advertising, Maureen Cogan:
newsletter@villageofriverhill.org
Printing: Brown & Associates: www.brownandassociates.biz
Design/Producation: www.realfreshcreative.com
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You can now join Claret Hall’s
e-mail list with the tap of
a few keys on your phone.
Find out about upcoming
events and other important
neighborhood news. Text
CLARETHALL to 22828
to get started.

Council Corner: Creating Memories for Lifetimes
I write this during that chaotic time between Thanksgiving
and Christmas. Traffic on the roads is confounded by both shoppers and inclement weather featuring the dreaded “seasonal mix.”
Locally, the Symphony of Lights is heralding in the season across
from our major shopping nexus.
What strikes me is what an institution the Lights are here
in Columbia. Growing up in Montgomery County, I have fond
memories of our family’s annual drive through Maryland and DC
neighborhoods looking for the best decorations. As I grew, I recall
participating in the Pageant of Peace festivities on the Mall in DC
- both as spectator and participant. As an adult, we survived the
weather of the Macy’s Thanksgiving Day Parade, perched atop a
mailbox with my toddler son on my shoulders. My wife, raised in
Baltimore, helped turn my attention to Hampden and the Miracle
on 34th Street, featuring festive lights and motorcycle Santas. All
wonderful memories.
Last night, we experienced another first in local traditions. We
attended a Parade of Lights Party in Annapolis where we had the
pleasure of a very young child egging us on to go OUTSIDE in the
rain and cold to watch the boats live rather than on a live Internet feed from the comfort of a food, drink and people-filled living
room a couple of blocks from the water. So trekking down to the
river, hot spiced cider in hand, discovering my 32-year-old walking shoes were no longer waterproof, we experienced the simple
joy and pleasure of sharing a visual treat with friends, old and
new. I was delighted by the surprisingly simplistic joy of the event.
Beginning in 2014, the Inner Arbor Trust begins the transformation of the Merriweather/Symphony Woods Neighborhood in
Downtown Columbia. Bringing to life such incredibly innovative
designs as a virtual living tubular 12-foot high sculpture known
as the “Caterpillar;” a wondrous outdoor amphitheater designed
with 21st century algorithms aptly titled the “Chrysalis;” an outdoor play maze featuring transparent walls, slides, stages, stairs
and door designs of Columbia; the enigmatic gathering, sitting
and dining 300-foot long “Picnic Table;” the Lily Pads boardwalk;
landscaping to restore the local ecological habitat; a letters sculpture garden; and a visitors center featuring an art gallery, concessions and party deck called the “Butterfly.”
The international design team has audaciously envisioned an
outdoor experiential part of the cultural arts district as called for
in the County’s 2010 Master Plan ensuring a lifetime of memories for residents and visitors to Columbia for decades to come.
Mere words cannot do justice to the innovative talents and projects proposed for Merriweather Park. If you have not already
seen the plans, please visit the Columbia Patch for Andrew Met-
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calf’s article on Breaking Down the Plan to Develop Symphony
Woods (http://columbia.patch.com/groups/downtown-columbia-development/p/breaking-down-the-plan-to-develop-symphony-woods). He does a fantastic job describing those elements with
an objective eye. Artists’ rendering are included.
In today’s online world, Columbia is a place that honors the
land with facilities, venues, events, and programming that beckons to adult and child alike to unplug, go outside and make memories.
Seeing these designs, the next stage in our community’s evolution, begins the creation of a future that CA’s Board of Directors
set in motion almost a year ago: To create a destination in Downtown Columbia, integrating the arts and music while respecting
the land and the trees that represent our community’s commitment to the environment; to bring to life a Columbia that designers and planners will still be talking about 40 years from now.
The Inner Arbor has put forth a bold vision, design, and plan
that make that dream a reality. A reality that will no doubt create
memories for children and adults for a lifetime to come.
Michael Cornell, River Hill Representative to Columbia Council
Columbia Association Board of Directors
cell: 301-742-2761 home: 410-531-9340
michaelcornell@comcast.net
The views presented herein represent those of the author only and
do not necessarily represent those of the River Hill Community Association Board of Directors.

In-Home Personal Trainer
Get Fit in 2014!

Is sticking with an exercise program difficult? I offer fun and
effective program designs tailored to your personal goals.
For more details feel free to contact me:

Monica
Certified Personal Trainer
4u2getfit@gmail.com
443-415-8081

Free initial consultation

Columbia Villages Week of
Service Events
Dorsey’s Search:
Cell Phones for Soldiers/Newspapers for Cats and Dogs.
All week long at Linden Hall. 410-730-4005.
Harper’s Choice:
1/23 – 7 to 9.p.m.
Card Making for troops overseas through Operation Write Home
410-730-3888.
Hickory Ridge:
1/21 – 10 a.m. to 2 p.m.
Valentine’s Day Card making for delivery with Meals on Wheels.
Drop-in, come for a while, make cards, get a snack, and leave.
410-730-7327.
Kings Contrivance:
Collecting socks for men, women and children, laundry detergent, cold and flu medicine, and heavy duty gloves — all sizes.
Amherst House is closed on MLK day but will collect items all
week, and give the items to Grassroots on the following Monday.
410-381-9600.
Long Reach:
1/21
Make dog and cat toys with a Daisy Troop and the community to
be donated to a shelter and there will be a drop box for the shelter starting at the beginning of January for supplies for the Howard County Animal Control and Adoption Facility. 410-730-8113.
Oakland Mills:
1/21 – 11 a.m. – 4:30 p.m.
Reading with Friends. 410-730-4610.
1/20 -1/24 – Add your touch to the new Oakland Mills “Little
Free Library” 410-730-4610.
Owen Brown:
1/22 – 2 p.m. – 7:30 p.m.
Blood Drive with Red Cross. 410-381-0202.

River Hill:
1/21- 10 a.m. to 2 p.m.
Book drive and bookmark making event. Bring your gently used
or new books and make a page saying why you recommend the
book and draw a scene from the book. Make a bookmark to take
home. Story time will be at 11 a.m. and 1 p.m. The books will be
donated to the Howard County Reading Council. 410-531-1749.
Town Center:
Volunteer service project at the Community Action Council/Howard County Food Bank. 410-730-4744.
Wilde Lake:
Slayton House is a donation spot all week long for Food on the
15th. On Sunday, January 26, Food on the 15th will package the
donations and deliver them to seniors in need. 410-730-3987.

CA Seeks Feedback on Plan for
Serving Older Adults
For more than a year, a Columbia Association (CA) work team
has been developing a Comprehensive Plan for Serving the Older
Adult Community. Now the work team is getting ready to release
its draft plan recommendations and is seeking the community’s
feedback.
A pair of public meetings will be held on Monday, January 13
at Slayton House, 10400 Cross Fox Lane in the Wilde Lake Village
Center. The first session will be held from 10 a.m. to noon, while
the second session is scheduled for 5 to 7 p.m.; meeting content
will be the same at both sessions. An inclement weather day has
been set for Tuesday, Jan. 14, at the same times.
These meetings will review and discuss with the community
the plan process, findings and draft recommendations. The presentations will be followed by a question-and-answer period. CA
staff also will prepare a comment sheet to gather ideas and suggestions from participants. Following these meetings, CA will prepare a revised draft that will be reviewed for approval by the CA
Board of Directors.
Over the course of this project, CA has used a number of
different tactics to identify older adults’ needs in Columbia. The
community input has included public meetings and small group
discussions, an intercept survey of older adults in Columbia,
benchmarking interviews with experts around the country and a
statistically valid telephone survey of the older adult community.
In addition, CA staff reviewed a number of recent studies, surveys
and reports that also address the needs and desires of the older
adult community.
For additional information, please visit ColumbiaAssociation.
org/OlderAdults or contact David Greisman at 410-423-4103 or
via email at David.Greisman@ColumbiaAssociation.org.

Receive Village News by Email
Sign up for the association’s listserv
by visiting www.villageofriverhill.org.
Click on “Receive Village News by Email” and select the
categories in which you are interested.
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Watershed Committee Tip of the Month

Getting a Handle on
Plastic Bags
Plastic bags hang like ghosts in tree branches, snag on
roots and rocks in streams, choke and maim wildlife, and clog
storm drains. Once the epitome of convenience and modernity,
they have become unsightly, wasteful and dangerous remnants
of our throw-away society. And they never go away.
Americans go through more than 100 billion plastic bags a
year, with Marylanders using about 3 billion of them. Most plastic
bags are made of polyethylene, which is derived from natural gas
or oil. After each brief use — on average 12 minutes — only about
11 percent are recycled, while the rest end up in landfills, waterways or landscapes.
“Think about it,” says Jeb Berrier in his film Bag It: Is Your Life
Too Plastic? “Why would you make something that you’re going to
use for a few minutes out of a material that’s basically going to
last forever, and you’re just going to throw it away. What’s up with
that?”
In and along streams, fish and wildlife accidentally swallow
plastic bags and other debris, often resulting in choking, maiming or death and eventually sending plastic bits into the soil and
the food chain. Humans who eat fish or wildlife consume the toxic
chemicals from the plastics as well. Birds also get tangled in bags
that blow into trees. In the oceans, the sun breaks down the bags
into tiny bits. Nearly 90 percent of trash floating on the ocean is
plastic, with an estimated 46,000 pieces per square mile.
In landfills, the lightweight bags often take flight, so net fences must be constructed in an effort to contain them. Birds get
caught in the flying pieces, and smaller bits of shredded bags hang
from the netting. Even bath beads create havoc for our watershed,
because the small plastic casings end up in our streams and rivers.
To protect waterways, wildlife, and health, and to save taxpayer money:
• Avoid using plastic bags. Use reusable bags when shopping
as often as possible. Each reusable bag replaces about 1,000
disposables over its lifetime.
• Place leaves for curbside recycling in reusable bins or in paper
bags. Better yet, use them as mulch on garden beds. Avoid
putting leaves in plastic bags. These have to be screened out
when the county turns yard trim and food scraps into compost, a time-consuming and often unsuccessful effort. Frequently, the plastic becomes small pieces of litter that reduce
the quality of the compost. In fact, starting January 1, Prince
George’s County will no longer accept leaves in plastic bags.
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The Howard County Recycling Division at 6751 Columbia
Gateway Drive, Suite 514, and the Alpha Ridge Landfill at
2350 Marriottsville Road, Marriottsville, offer two free paper
yard trim bags to try out.
• Recycle plastic bags from newspapers or shopping as well as
plastic wrap from bulk products at designated bins at grocery stores. These items can be turned into plastic lumber.
Although the county’s “All Together Now” recycling program
accepts these items, the plastic frequently gets tangled in the
sorting equipment. Plastic bags and plastic wrap that can’t be
separated end up in the landfill, where they often blow away.
• Clear plastic clamshells and packaging can’t be recycled.
Avoid those when shopping. Styrofoam can be saved for recycling at the Alpha Ridge Landfill but shouldn’t be included in
recycling bins.
For more information about plastic and recycling, contact the
county’s recycling division at 410-313-6444, email help@howardcountyrecycles.org or on twitter @hocorecycles.

Food Scrap Recycling Program
As of early December, the Howard County Department of Public Works (DPW) reported that 1,316 residents joined the Food
Scrap Recycling Program that is newly available in the River Hill/
Clarksville/Columbia area – and about 100 of those joined since
the roll-out in November. There are an additional 1,120 people
participating in the program area that covers parts of Ellicott City
and Elkridge that began 2 years ago. This is a sign that there are
many environmentally conscious residents in our community.
River Hill residents can still sign up for the program by visiting the website (www.FeedTheGreenBin.org), calling DPW at
410-313-6434, or mailing back the postcard if you still have one.
Anyone who would like more information about the program
should visit the website or call the office. DPW staff members are
always happy to talk to folks about this exciting program.

Clarksville-River Hill Route 108
Design Guidelines Update
The County is working with Design Collective, Inc., a local
design firm with expertise in crafting design guidelines, and has
begun gathering information for the project. The County is also
working with Sabra Wang, a local traffic consultant, to develop a
“complete street” road section for Route 108. The goal is to create
an integrated plan for the road right-of-way including road, bicycle and sidewalk improvements in conjunction with design recommendations for buildings that front directly on or are located
immediately adjacent to the Route 108 corridor.
County staff will work with community members to identify
what is valued by the community, both aesthetically and in terms
of mobility. The ultimate design goal is to determine how the
Route 108 corridor could best represent the unique character of
the commercial area that both Clarksville and the Village of River
Hill in Columbia share. A community meeting to launch the public process is anticipated in the beginning of the new year.
For more information on the Clarksville-River Hill Route 108
Design Guidelines project, please contact Bill Mackey at wmackey@howardcountymd.gov or at 410-313-4321.

Development Update
Here is a quick update on development projects in the
area:
River Hill Garden Center – The variance petition hearing has been continued to January 30 at 6 p.m. at the George
Howard Building, 3430 Court House Drive, Ellicott City. If necessary, the hearing will be continued again on February 27
at 6 p.m. For more information on the Association’s position,
contact dipper@brazzeldazzle.com.
Clarksville Commons Project – The site plan for the first
phase of this project, located on the former Gateway School
site, has been found by the county to be technically complete. Charles Alexander of Alexander Design Studios will be
the project architect. GreenStone Ventures does not expect the
project to break ground until the June/July timeframe.
Simpson Oaks Development – Simpson Oaks (formerly
Simpson Woods) is the new name of the residential development being planned for Grace Drive. To find out more about
the project, visit www.simpsonoaks.com. The Association has
formed a committee to advise the Village Board on this matter.
Contact kathy.chavers@gmail.com for more information.

Local Hero Serves in 20th
Class of AmeriCorps
Sydney CitaraManis, a resident of River Hill, recently began a 10-month term of service in the National Civilian
Community Corps (NCCC), an AmeriCorps program. Ms. CitaraManis, based out of the AmeriCorps NCCC regional campus
in Sacramento, began her first project during the week of November 14.
Founded in 1994, AmeriCorps NCCC is a residential national service program that supports disaster relief, the environment, infrastructure improvement, energy conservation,
and urban and rural development. Over the past 20 years,
820,000 Americans have served over 1 billion hours across the
family of AmeriCorps programs. Currently, about 80,000 people serve in AmeriCorps programs nationwide each year, about
2,500 of whom serve with AmeriCorps NCCC.
Ms. CitaraManis arrived at her regional campus in late October to begin training. This training, which prepared her for 10
months of full-time service emphasized teamwork, leadership development, communication, service learning, and certification by
the American Red Cross. As a Corps Member, Ms. CitaraManis is
responsible for completing a series of six- to eight-week-long service projects as part the Silver 7 team. In December, the team
completed work with the Bureau of Land Management on the Atwell Island Restoration Project in Alpaugh, CA. The goal of the
project is to turn areas of marginal farmland to fruitful upland
habitat. They removed an invasive plant called basia, planted native seeds, and collected seeds for future plantings. They also provided assistance with the Thanksgiving and Christmas food drives
in the area. The team’s second project with be in Coos Bay, Oregon where they will work with a food bank and elementary school,
and learn about promoting energy conservation and sustainability.
The Silver 7 team is one of fifty-six teams composed of over
600 Corps Members and Team Leaders that began service projects
in November throughout the Pacific and Southwest regions. Other
projects include providing services to homeless clients at Sacra-
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Sydney CitaraManis.
mento Loaves and Fishes, completing environmental restoration
projects in Death Valley National Park, supporting a nature reserve in Missouri, a children’s hospital in Arkansas, and assisting
with flood recovery in northern Colorado.
Before joining the NCCC, CitaraManis attended River Hill
High School and West Chester University, where she studied Anthropology. CitaraManis said, “[I chose to do a term of national
service because] I have always been looking to do something more
and give back to my community and this program seemed like the
perfect opportunity to do so. This is a perfect time in my life where
I can travel anywhere and provide service to those less fortunate
than myself.” Sydney is the daughter of Tammy and Michael CitaraManis.
AmeriCorps NCCC members, all 18 to 24 years old, complete at least 1,700 hours of service during the 10-month program. In exchange for their service, they receive $5,550 to help
pay for college. Other benefits include a small living stipend, room
and board, leadership development, team building skills, and the
knowledge that, through active citizenship, they can indeed make
a difference. AmeriCorps NCCC is administered by the Corporation for National and Community Service. For more information
about AmeriCorps NCCC, visit www.americorps.gov/nccc.

Winter Classes in River Hill:

School News

Easy Method Driving School (Meeting Room)

Man in the Mirror Service
Opportunities

M/W ongoing
5:50–9:05 p.m.
Call 410-461-9090 or 1-877-461-9090 or
visit www.easymethoddrivingschool.com.

Longfellow Nursery School (Meeting Room)
T/Th		
2 yrs
9 a.m. – 10:30 a.m.*
M/W/F
3 yrs
9 a.m. – 11:30 a.m.
M-TH		
4 yrs
12:45 – 3:15 p.m.
*2 yr old class time is extended over time to 2.5 hrs.
Still registering for the 2013-2014 school year. For information
visit www.lnscolumbia.org, email lnscolumbia@gmail.com, or
call Amy at 571-242-5666.

Music Together with Miri (Claret Hall)
Th ongoing
10–10:45 a.m.
Ages 0–5
Now registering for fall classes. For information call 301-7580304 or visit www.musictogetherwithmiri.com.

QiGong (Claret Hall)
Tu ongoing
7–8 p.m.
Call 240-462-9103 for information. Drop in to register.

Tien Shan Kung Fu (Claret Hall)
Tu/Th ongoing
7:30–8:45 p.m.
Call 410-381-9077 or email qjohn@juno.com.

Zumba® (Claret Hall)
Tu/Th ongoing
9:30–10:30 a.m. and
6–7 p.m.
Call 410-794-6757 or visit www.dmikolasko.zumba.com.

Check out the River Hill Community Association’s
Facebook page. “Like Us” to get valuable
information and stay informed
about activities happening in Columbia.
We’re also on Twitter! @ClaretHallMD
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River Hill High School’s very own community service organization Man in the Mirror is an inviting place where you can serve
the community. Their vision is to better themselves through helping the community, and they hope to foster a learning environment and create leaders to make a positive impact in the River Hill
area. Currently, they hold on average one event per month, such
as cooking and serving dinner at the Grassroots homeless shelter.
The group accommodates sports, busy schedules, and other clubs
or activities that students may be involved in by holding meetings during Hawk Time and after school. Whether you love to help
others or are in need of service opportunities, Man in the Mirror
provides opportunities. Visit http://bit.ly/rhmaninthemirror or
contact maninthemirrorrhhs@gmail.com for more information.

Winter Clothing Donations
The River Hill High School’s (RHHS) Newcomer ESOL program
currently has 76 students. Most of these students will be experiencing their first winter and are ill prepared for the cold. If you are
able to make donations of new or gently-used winter clothing, they
ask that you or your child drop them off with Ms. Allen in the front
office of RHHS. Any and all sizes and styles are welcome. If you
have questions, please contact David McNeal at david_mcneal@
hcpss.org.

AHS Boosters Seeking
Volunteers
The Atholton High School Athletic Booster Club is looking
for volunteers (18 and older) to help staff the concession stand
during winter sports. You don’t need to be the parent of a basketball player or wrestler to help out. If you are you a cheerleader parent or a parent of an athlete in other sports, come on out! Even if
your child doesn’t play a sport, please consider volunteering, it’s a
fun way to be involved in the school. Contact Kelly Mason at ktaylormason@gmail.com to sign up.

School News
Common Core Information
Session
Do you have questions about the new curriculum? All HCPSS
parents are invited to attend one of four information sessions.
Learn about the HCPSS math and English/Language Arts curriculum and its alignment to the Common Core State Standards.
Find out what students in Kindergarten through Grade 12 are
learning and how you can help at home. Attend any of the following sessions, which will be held from 7 to 9 p.m.: January 14 at
Wilde Lake High School; January 16 at Howard High School; January 21 at Oakland Mills High School; February 6 at Glenelg High
School. More details about these sessions are at www.hcpss.org.

Upcoming BOE Public
Hearings
On Thursday, January 9 at 7:30 p.m. the Board of Education (BOE) will hold hearings in the BOE Board Room, 10910
Clarksville Pk., Ellicott City. The Public Hearings scheduled are
the Proposed 2014-2015 Academic Calendar (Proposed calendar
recommendations are available online at http://ow.ly/rFnoL );
Policy 4070 Undesignated Fund Balance Reserve; and Policy 9020
Students’ Rights and Responsibilities. Anyone wishing to testify at
a public hearing is asked to limit the presentation to three min-
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utes and provide 15 written copies of the testimony at the time of
the hearing. To sign up to testify at a hearing, contact the Board’s
office at 410-313-7194. On January 30 at 7 p.m. the BOE will
hear the Superintendent’s Proposed FY 2015 Operating Budget.
All BOE meetings are open to the public. The meetings also can be
seen live on Comcast channel 95, Verizon channel 42 or online at
www.hcpsstv.com.

7th Grade Art Showcase
Ongoing through Jan. 22 from 8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. at the
Department of Education, 10910 Clarksville Pk., Ellicott City.
Enjoy artwork by students from every middle school on display at
the Department of Education. Please note that the gallery will be
closed Jan. 20.

Parent Orientation for RHHS
Registration
On Thursday, January 9, at 6 p.m. at the River Hill HS auditorium, there will be an evening program to discuss the course
registration process for 9th grade and to hear about the electives
that 9th graders are eligible to register for. Information about
course offerings as well as Family and Consumer Sciences, Art,
Drama, Music, PE / Dance and Technology will be discussed.

Architectural News
RAC MEETING DATES

6405 South Wind Circle
6420 Ripe Apple Lane
6511 River Run

Application Deadline

Meeting Date

January 3, 2014

January 15, 2013

Jaunary 24, 2014

February 5, 2014

February 7, 2014

February 19, 2014

November 20, 2013

February 21, 2014

March 5, 2014

Approved
6316 Silvery Star Path
6521 Ocean Shore Lane

Fridays by 12 Noon

Approved with Condition(s)
6033 Winter Grain Path

FAST TRACK SCHEDULE
Application Deadline

The Resident Architectural Committee (RAC) review and
recommendation meetings are generally held at 7:30 p.m. at
Claret Hall. The sign-in attendance sheet is available at 7 p.m.
Applications are reviewed in the order that applicants sign-in.
Applicants should bring to the meeting any supplemental documentation, application amendments, or additional information
that the RAC has requested.
Architectural Guidelines and application forms for exterior
alterations and in-home businesses can be obtained at Claret
Hall or online at www.villageofriverhill.org. RAC meeting agendas are posted at the Village office and on the website. Agendas are published in The Villager when the publication schedule
permits. Residents are encouraged to attend the RAC review
meeting. The Architectural Committee (AC) decision may differ
from the RAC recommendation. Therefore, residents must not
begin their project until they receive notice of the final decision.
Please allow 5 to 6 weeks for the entire application process.

Upcoming RAC Meeting
Agenda
January 15, 2014
The agenda for this meeting will be posted at Claret Hall and online at www.villageofriverhill.org, Covenant Info tab, beginning
January 7.

AC Decisions
December 18, 2013
Approved
6315 Victorious Song Lane
6380 Morning Time Lane

Patio
Roof Portico

Approved with Condition
5860 Indian Summer Drive

Solar Panels

December 4, 2013
Approved
6577 River Run

Play Equipment

Approved with Condition
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Front door
Generator
Walkway, Deck stain, Basketball
equipment, Deck privacy fencing

Material Change: Siding
Side lights
Window addition,
Color Change: Shutters

November 6, 2013
Approved with Condition
5717 Whistling Winds Walk

Fence

Fast Track Applications
Approved
6429 Mellow Wine Way
5909 Gentle Call

Tree removal
ADA railing

Architectural News
Appeal(s)
Date TBD
12104 Shining Stars Lane

Deck

Why Not Make Volunteering in
Your Community a New Year’s
Resolution?
You are needed as a volunteer on the River Hill Residential Architectural Committee (RAC). The RAC members are on the front
lines helping to ensure that the Village of River Hill is a well-kept,
upscale community.
Membership on the RAC is open to all residents 18 years or
older who live in the Village. Come and attend a RAC meeting, stay
a while, meet the other members and learn about what they look
for when they do a site visit. Property visits are conducted prior to
making a recommendation regarding approval for structure additions, tree removals, vegetable gardens, and other visible changes
to homes and landscaping. Have you ever wondered why certain
modifications have been approved for some properties but not for
others? Come to a meeting and find out more about the updated
guidelines and the review process. As a side benefit, committee
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members get to see what owners are planning for their properties,
learn about new materials that are available, and become aware of
new trends in home and landscaping improvements.
To become a member of the RAC, residents need to attend two
RAC meetings and understand, agree to uphold, and ensure their
homes are in compliance with the River Hill Village Covenants. As
a RAC member you will be trained on what to look for when conducting the site visits. Property visits may be performed at times
convenient for the member’s schedule prior to the meetings.
The RAC typically meets on the first and third Wednesdays of
the month at 7:30 p.m. Meeting times may vary depending on the
types and number of applications submitted. If becoming a RAC
member sounds like a New Year’s resolution that you can make
to support the River Hill community, please contact the Covenant
Advisor at 410-531-1749 or at covenants@villageofriverhill.org

Holiday Recycling Tips

Curbside Tree Recycling
Through January 17
County residents with curbside yard trim collection can place
their Christmas trees out for recycling on their normal recycling
day. Trees are taken to a compost facility and recycled into compost and mulch.
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Architectural News
After January 17, trees will be collected on trash collection
days in these areas. However, these trees will not be recycled and
take up space in the landfill. Yard trim recycling will return in the
spring.
Successful Recycling Pickup Tips:
• Set your tree out the night before. Trees are
picked up by the yard trim truck as early as
6 a.m. or as late as 7 p.m.
• Remove all tinsel, garland, ornaments,
lights, tree stands, plastic bags, etc.
• No need to bag, but trees must be cut into
less than 4 foot lengths and tied. Bundles
must weigh less than 40 pounds.

Merry Mulch Your Holiday Tree
Did you miss the recycling truck? Don’t want to hold on to
your Christmas tree until the next yard trim pick-up? Then Merry
Mulch your tree through January 17 and help to conserve landfill space. Please remember to remove tinsel, garland, ornaments,
lights, tree stands and plastic bags, etc. The drop-off sites are
open 7 days a week from 7:30 a.m. to 5 p.m.
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Look for Merry Mulch signs at the following local spots:
Clarksville:
• Kendall Hardware (12260 Route 108)
• River Hill Garden Center (12165 Route 108)
Columbia:
• Cedar Lane Park (5081 Cedar Lane)
• Grandfather’s Garden Center (5320 Phelps Luck Drive)
Highland:
• Schooley Mill Park (12975 Hall Shop Road)
Don’t worry if it’s past January 17! You can still recycle your
tree at the Alpha Ridge Landfill Wood Waste Area, 2350 Marriottsville Road, Monday through Saturday, 8 a.m. to 4 p.m.
Christmas Lights and Artificial Trees
Please DO NOT put Christmas lights in your curbside recycling bins. Cords damage equipment at the recycling processor.
Instead, recycle old, broken holiday lights at My Organic Market
(7351 Assateague Drive, Jessup through January 31 and receive
a 30% off coupon for energy efficient lighting. Or check out www.
HolidayLEDS.com or www.christmas-light-source.com for where
to send old lights for recycling.
Has your artificial Christmas tree “bitten the dust”? Artificial
trees with metal components can be recycled in the scrap metal
area at the Alpha Ridge Landfill.

AROUND TOWN
Child Care & Preschool Fair

Jewish Film Series

The Howard County Children on Board Child Care and Preschool
Information Fair is Sunday, January 26 from 1 to 4 p.m. at the
Ten Oaks Ballroom, 5000 Signal Bell Lane, Clarksville. Get information about child care centers, infant programs, summer camps,
play groups, co-op nursery schools, and much more. Contact 410313-1940 or visit childcare@howardcountymd.gov for more information.

Columbia Jewish Congregation hosts their 22nd annual Jewish
Film Series. The series kicks off on Saturday, January 18. with
David about an 11-year old son of a religious imam in Brooklyn
who is mistaken for a Jewish boy. He becomes conflicted after befriending Jewish kids his age and leading a double life. This is the
first film in the series and will be followed by The Matchmaker on
February 22 and two more films in March and April. All showings
are Saturdays at 8 p.m. at The Meeting House in Oakland Mills,
5885 Robert Oliver Place, Columbia. Tickets are $32 for all four
films; $27 for three; $19 for two; and $10 for a single ticket. For a
schedule and more information, call Tom Laufer at 410-997-0694.

HoCo Concert Orchestra
The Howard County Concert Orchestra presents “A Spanish New
Year’s Celebration!” on Sunday, January 12 at 4 p.m. at St. John’s
Episcopal Church, 9120 Frederick Road, Ellicott City. The concert will feature music by Turina, DeFalla, Albeniz, Sarasate and
others; Master of Ceremonies Dick Story, “The Voice of Howard
County”; dancers in authentic costume from the Howard County
Ballet; a special video presentation called “The Best of Spain!”; and
door prizes. Tickets are $25 for adults; $12 for students aged 18
through 24 with id; and FREE to those 17 and under accompanied
by a paying adult. To purchase tickets and for more information,
visit hococo.org or call 888-921-7230.

Robinson Nature Center
Constellation Show
Star Storytelling: Our Constellations is a parent and child event
at the Robinson Nature Center (RNC), 6692 Cedar Ln, Columbia
from 11 to 11:30 a.m. on Saturday, January 11 and 25 for ages
3 to 8 years with an adult. Let your little one discover the stories
behind our favorite constellations through views of space, stories and song in the RNC NatureSphere digital planetarium. The
theme for January is “There’s No Place Like Space!” Tickets are
$3 per person with Robinson daily admission or annual pass. Call
410-313-0400 for more information.

www.riverhillvillagecenter.com
Bagel Bin & Deli
410-531-0335

Ledo Pizza
443-535-0599

Red Mango
443-546-4798

Subway
410-531-7982

Columbia Bank
410-531-7000

M&T Bank
410-531-7083

River Hill Cleaners
410-531-7742

Sunoco
410-531-7510

Everett Jewelers
410-531-7990

Massage Envy
410-531-0711

River Hill Optical
410-531-7920

Tower Federal Credit Union
301-497-7000

Giant Food
410-531-7831

McDonald’s
410-531-7950

The UPS Store
410-531-9861

Hair Cuttery
410-531-8052

Panda Kitchen
410-531-7866

River Hill Sports
Grille
410-531-7900
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Vintage Cellars
410-531-7860

AROUND TOWN
Wimpy Kid Mania
Calling all Wimpy Kid fans for a trivia contest and other games
about your favorite journal-keeper. Ages 8 to 12. A ticket is required for this 45-minute long program at the Central Branch
Library, 10375 Little Patuxent Pkwy, Columbia on Thursday, January 16 at 2 p.m. Limited space; tickets available at Children’s
Desk 15 minutes before class.

World Jewish Music Concert
The Jewish Federation of Howard County presents the Robyn Helzner Trio on Sunday, January 12 at 3 p.m. at the Jim Rouse Theatre for the Performing Arts, 5460 Trumpeter Road, Columbia.
Knesset Club reception to follow the concert. Tickets are $10 in
advance/$15 at the door/children 5 and under are free. Contact
Meghann Schwartz at mschwartz@jewishhowardcounty.org or
call 410-730-4976 ext. 106.

School’s Out: LEGO® Blocks & Games
No school? No problem! Build something with LEGO blocks or
play a game with friends at this event at the Glenwood Branch Library, 2350 State Route 97, Cooksville on Thursday, January 16
at 3 p.m. Ages 7 and up. Registration is required by calling 410313-5579.
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Winter Wednesday Full-Dome
Movies for Tots
On Wednesday, January 29 the Robinson Nature Center, 6692
Cedar Lane, Columbia will host a movie from 11 to 11:30 a.m.
for ages 3 years and up. Treat your little one to a full-dome movie
in the NatureSphere planetarium! This program features the film
“Zula Patrol.” Tickets are only $2 per person (preregistered) or $3
per person (day of show).

SNOW SHOVELER’S LIST 2013
Did you know the River Hill Community Association keeps a
list of people in the neighborhood who will shovel snow? It has
just been updated and these people can be called when the
white stuff begins to fall.
Andrew Baytler .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 443-535-8733
Nick Bellamy. .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 410-531-6491
Mathew Bleakney .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 410-531-5391
Alex Chase .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 301-537-2747
David Hazel .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 301-675-1468
If you would like to be added to our list, call 410-531-1749 or
email riverhill@villageofriverhill.org.

COMMUNITY CLASSIFIEDS
Animal Crackers TLC Pet Sitting
“Our Passion is Your Pets”
Professional Dog Walking & Cat/Dog TLC Visits (vacation, midday, overnight) New Client Discount. Free binder & gift. Contact:
www.PetSittinginMd.com; 443-745-8309; jneckritz@comcast.net.

Antiques and Estates Wanted!
Cash or Consignment for your Quality Furniture, Art, Silver,
China, Jewelry, Rugs, Dolls, Toys, Coins, Collectibles. 30+yr experience. Free Appraisals. Caplan’s Auction Co. at the Historic Savage Mill. 410-750-7676 or visit www.Caplans.com.

High School Math Tutor
Algebra I through Pre-Calculus and SAT Prep Certified Math
Teacher. Contact Kathy Bredland at kathymathy79@verizon.net.

Be a Guest at Your Next Celebration!
Time Saver Advantage specializes in “day of” party support including Mitzvahs, Graduations, Weddings, Anniversaries, and more.
Contact Beverly Johnston. 410-428-6771, www.tsadvantage.com
or bev@tsadvantage.com.

In Home Music Lessons
In home guitar and bass, and beginner piano and drums lessons.
All styles and experience. I have been teaching in River Hill for
13 years. Reasonable rates and a dedicated teacher with a BA in
Music/Jazz Guitar. Jeff DeBonis 443-745-6898.

Professional Tutoring in
Mathematics & Hebrew Studies
Monte Reiser, MS in Electrical Engineering. Improve grades for
the New Year! Tutoring in the comfort of your own home. Affordable Rates! Tutoring Math subjects from Elementary through
High School. SAT/ACT/HSA Prep. Special needs welcome. Hebrew studies also provided. Manage Hebrew tutoring program
in Howard County. Bar/Bat Mitzvah studies. montereiser@gmail.
com 443-896-4527.

Ghostwriting Services
Do you have a story to tell? I capture your words for blogs, websites, articles, essays, speeches, brand stories, company histories,
columns, social media. Professional writer. Corporate background. 410-531-8012.

For the Straight Facts about Braces
Consult Drs. Byron and David Bonebreak, ORTHODONTISTS

Best Treatments Available
Reasonable Fees
Afternoon & Evening Appointments
Consultations are Free
Excellent Results
Super Smiles
The River Hill Village Center
(next to the RH Giant and The Columbia Gym)
Offering the Best Treatments, including

Free Initial Consultation

410-381-1077
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Claret Hall is Looking
for a Few
New Classes!

CLASSIFIEDS
Short on Time?
Time Saver Advantage, a bonded and insured Personal Assistant
Service, handles life’s time consuming tasks including errand
running, waiting for service technician, organizing projects, and
special event support. Contact Beverly Johnston - 410-428-6771,
www.tsadvantage.com or bev@tsadvantage.com.

Save This Ad – Home & Garden

Are you an instructor looking for a space?

Claret Hall now has rooms available
during daytime and evening hours.
Special Discounted Instructor Rates Available!

Call us today for additional information or availability.
410-531-1749 or email
facilities@villageofriverhill.org
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Vacant house cleaning – Whole house clean-outs – House sitting, Snow shoveling, Gutter & Skylight cleaning, Replace Flood
light bulbs, Wash deck/house, Landscaping, Fall cleanup, Shrub,
Mulch, Drainage, Fence, Hauling, 410-290-9728.

Check out the
River Hill Community
Association’s Facebook page.
“Like Us” to get valuable
information and stay informed
about activities happening in Columbia.
We’re also on Twitter! @ClaretHallMD
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