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Village Election Committee Forming

Mark your calendars – Village Elec-
tions will be held on Saturday, 
April 21.  The Association is seek-

ing volunteers to serve on the Election 
Committee in order to ensure that this 
day is a success.  Any member of the As-
sociation that is eligible to vote in the next 
election is eligible to be on the Election 
Committee. Participation on this commit-
tee is a short-term commitment and is an 
opportunity to contribute to the commu-
nity.  
 We would like to see more residents 
actively engaged in our village’s gover-
nance by voting in village elections and 
running for office. This year the Com-
mittee will be asked to evaluate the As-
sociation’s election process and examine 

methods for increasing participation.  The 
committee is also responsible for ensur-
ing that the Association’s By-laws are fol-
lowed, coordinating a Candidates’ Forum, 
and ensuring that the polls are staffed on 
Election Day. 
 This year there will be two open posi-
tions on the Village’s Board of Directors.  
Nomination petitions for the open posi-
tions will be available at Claret Hall begin-
ning March 1 and will be included in the 
March issue of The Villager.  The nomina-
tion period is March 1 through 21.
 Residents interested in serving on the 
Election Committee or working the polls 
on Election Day should contact the Village 
Manager at manager@villageofriverhill.org 
or 410-531-1749.

Local teens volunteered at Breakfast/Lunch with Santa on December 3.

Claret Hall will be closed on 
January 16 in observance of 
Martin Luther King, Jr. Day
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Board Meeting Schedule

Board Highlights . . .

All meetings are held in Claret Hall at the River Hill Village Center. 
Agendas are posted at Claret Hall on the Friday prior to the meet-
ing. Residents are encouraged to attend resident speak-out dur-
ing each board meeting. If you have written material you would 
like the Board to review, please drop it by the village office by the 
Thursday prior to the meeting. All approved minutes are available 
for review at the village office. For additional information, please 
contact the village office.
 NEXT BOARD MEETINGS: January 9, January 23 and Feb-
ruary 6 at 7 p.m. Visit www.villageofriverhill.org to view the Board 
Meeting Agendas & Minutes. 

THE VILLAGER
Coordinator: Tracy Boullé, events@villageofriverhill.org

Advertising: newsletter@villageofriverhill.org
Printing: Brown & Associates, www.brownandassociates.biz

Design: Kayle Simon, www.realfreshcreative.com

Village Manager: 
Susan Smith, manager@villageofriverhill.org

Covenant Advisor: 
Evamarie Lambright, covenants@villageofriverhill.org

Facility Coordinator: 
Mary Harris, facilities@villageofriverhill.org

 Special Events/Newsletter Coordinator: 
Tracy Boullé, events@villageofriverhill.org

River Hill Claret Hall Office Hours:
Monday-Thursday 9 a.m. - 9 p.m.
Friday 9 a.m. - 5 p.m.
Saturday 9 a.m. - Noon

Letters to the Board can be addressed to the village 
office at the address above, or you may send an email to: 
manager@villageofriverhill.org.

RIVER HILL BOARD 
Tony Miceli, Chair mathman21@comcast.net
(Traffic & Safety) 
Todd Harrison, Vice Chair 410-531-0771
(Board Operations)
Cynthia Asoka (Special Events) ccasoka@yahoo.com
Kenny Kan (Financial Matters) kkwtkan@hotmail.com
Zachary Marks Zachary_marks@verizon.net
(Open Space & Development)
Dipper Wettstein dipper@brazzeldazzle.com
(Open Space & Development)
Chao Wu   superbwu@gmail.com
Sean Salisbury  salisbury34@verizon.net
(Student Committee)

COLUMBIA COUNCIL REP. 
Michael Cornell    301-742-2761

River Hill Community 
Association, Inc.

Claret Hall, 6020 Daybreak Circle
Clarksville, Maryland 21029

Phone 410-531-1749, 531-1769 
Fax 410-531-1259 

website: www.villageofriverhill.org
email: riverhill@villageofriverhill.org

Check out the River Hill Community Association’s 
Facebook page. “Like Us” to get valuable 
information and stay informed about 
activities happening in Columbia.

November 28, 2011

•	 Executive Session held.
•	 Minutes approved:  November 7, 2011.

December 5, 2011

•	 The Board approved the Association’s FY11 990 and 990T for 
filing with the Internal Revenue Service.

•	 Representatives from the Columbia Association presented a 
site plan for the installation of pole mounted solar collectors 
adjacent to the River Hill Meeting Room/Outdoor Pool.  The 
electricity generated by the panels will be used to offset ener-
gy use at the pool and Meeting Room.  The Village Board sup-
ported the plans which included the addition of evergreens to 
screen the installation from homes on Gentle Light Lane.

•	 Executive Session held.
•	 Minutes Approved:  November 28, 2011.  

December 19, 2011

This meeting was cancelled.
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 Michael Cornell, River Hill Representative to Columbia Council 
 Columbia Association Board of Directors 
 cell: 301-742-2761 home: 410-531-9340 
 michaelcornell@comcast.net

The views presented herein represent those of the author only and 
do not necessarily represent those of the River Hill Community As-
sociation Board of Directors.

Council Corner: Struggles and Progress into the New Year

Century School
of Music

Piano • Keyboard • Guitar • Violin • Viola
Cello • Flute • Voice Lessons

Private Lessons - Group/Individual
Professional Teachers

Comprehensive Program •Recitals
Beginner to Advanced • All ages

Great Program for Adults
Offering a Group Prep Piano Class for Children 4-6

410.772.0404
10632 Little Patuxent Parkway, Building 2000, Suite 100, Columbia

Receive Village News by Email
Sign up for the Association’s listserv by visiting

 www.villageofriverhill.org. Click on “Receive Village News by 
Email” and select the categories in which you are interested.

 As the year closes and a new one begins, I can reflect on some 
of the struggles CA has faced over the past year and some of the 
progress we have made. 

•	 Symphony Woods – we’ve had several public presentations 
– including a walk through the woods last December in the 
snow - draft plans, 2 submissions to the County and we are 
still stuck on hold. Part of the holdup is in trying to inte-
grate plans for Symphony Woods with plans for the neighbor-
hood being developed around it. The big challenge is Howard 
Hughes Corp has yet to finalize their initial plans. 

•	 Environmental Sustainability – many of the proposed Wa-
tershed Plan projects have been completed, others are being 
rolled out, partnerships with the school system have been cre-
ated and here in the Village we are awaiting final approval for 
a solar panel project next to the Pool and Meeting Room on 
the Route 32 berm. 

•	 Village Allocation - while long overdue, work has commenced 
on updating the village allocation which, in short, determines 
how much money each village receives from the CA budget. 
We have the beginnings of a draft plan put together and will 
be getting additional input from the Villages over the next sev-
eral weeks. Any changes will be gradually phased in to better 
allow for future budget planning. 

•	 Village Master Planning – CA created a new community plan-
ning position, held by Jane Dembner, to work with the Vil-
lages in developing their own Village Master Plans. She also 
works with the county and other partnering organizations to 
help projects get developed and moved forward.  

•	 Hobbits Glen Club House – an advisory committee was estab-
lished, a design team has been hired, and we anxiously await 
the proposals for renovations and/or replacement of the new 
club house. 

•	 Lake Dredging – everyone’s “favorite” subject.   While plans 
and dredging continue, these projects have been beset with a 
variety of delays and interruptions. They continue on and we 
hope to have all dredging completed in 2012 along with plans 

to keep the Lakes maintained going forward with far less ex-
pense.

•	 Lake Front Planning – we finally saw our first presentation 
from Cy Paumier and his group on what the Lake Front at Kit-
tamaqundi could look like. The initial proposal calls for cre-
ation of more space, a larger amphitheater, and completion of 
the path around the Lake over the isthmus built up during 
the recent dredging operations.  While planning will contin-
ue in 2012, we expect whatever plan we finally adopt will be 
completed in time for Columbia’s 50th Anniversary Celebra-
tion. While it may seem like a long way off, we will be there 
before you know it! 

 Of course there is more including the Aquatics Master Plan 
being developed, upgrades to Splashdown, and the focus on im-
proving relations with the Villages, County, State Delegation and 
the local Business Chamber. 
 Activity doesn’t stop at year end. All of these will continue to 
move forward in 2012. 
 Wishing all a happy and healthy New Year! 
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ADAM AUGUST, 
Owner 
20 years 
experience in 
remodeling and 
design build. 

MAX, JOSH
and DANIEL 
our newest 
team members 
are gaining 
skills as they 
assist at each 
job site.

ADOLFO, Team 
Leader 
Adolfo has 
become a great 
asset to our team. 

MAXIMUS 
His hammer 

may be plastic 
but he’s still 
our favorite 
teammate!

TOMMY 
Kitchen and baths, 
windows and 
doors...a master 
remodeler with 15 
years experience.

SERGIO 
Nicknamed 
“strong man,” 
Sergio is our 
drywall and finish 
specialist. 

OSMAN 
our painter, 
is a 
perfectionist.

GILMER, Team 
Leader 
Adam’s secret 
weapon, Gilmer 
demands 
excellence.

Clarksville 
Construction has a 
live person working 
the magic behind 
the scenes. Her 
name is Leah. 
With 13 years 
of experience 
in construction 
management, she 
certainly knows the 
ropes in the office.

Clarksville Construction Services is proud of its exceptional 
and experienced staff. You’ll be comfortable with us in 
your home and pleased with our excellent workmanship. 

Call us today for a free estimate!
443-386-3099
www.clarksvilleconstruction.net

We Do It All.

Meet
Our 
Team.

We are proud to 
have attained the  
Better Business 
Bureau’s A+ 
Rating.

Visit Our New Website for 
Daily Internet Specials!

CA Grows Social Media 
Presence 
 In December, the Columbia Association (CA) launched two 
new social media sites to increase awareness of CA news, pro-
grams and facilities. CA’s new Twitter account, @CA_intheNews, 
focuses on sharing news about CA with links to newspaper ar-
ticles, blog posts, photos and videos that mention CA facilities, 
programs and initiatives. In addition to tweeting media mentions 
about CA, news about Columbia, downtown redevelopment and 
the Columbia villages will also be shared. Members and residents 
interested in keeping up to date about CA in the media are encour-
aged to visit twitter.com/CA_intheNews and follow CA.
 CA’s new YouTube channel will make our videos more ac-
cessible online and on mobile devices; more interactive through 
commenting; and more shareable via social media networks. CA 
will also have the ability to post timely videos regarding breaking 
news, live events and important announcements, as well as share 
archived videos from our extensive collection. Subscribers to www.
youtube.com/CATVchannel will receive notices when a new video 
has been posted. 
 CA plans on using these and more social media tools to en-
courage two-way communication with people who live, work and 
play in the Columbia area.  CA’s central CA Facebook page – www.
facebook.com/CA.ColumbiaAssociation – launched in 2010 and 
has since become a popular resource for residents and members 
to stay informed about CA news, events and initiatives. Major 
CA periodical publications, such as CA Activities Guides and CA 
Monthly newsletter, are also posted using www.issuu.com to in-
crease their accessibility online and on mobile devices. The CA 
Winter/Spring 2012 Activities Guide, effective January 1, 2012, is 
posted now at http://issuu.com/CA-ColumbiaAssociation/docs/
activitiesguide-winterspring2012. 

CA Transportation Project 
Kicks Off  With Open Houses
 The Columbia Association (CA) will host two open houses to 
kick off its Connecting Columbia project. The goal of Connecting 
Columbia is to create an active transportation action agenda that 
will result in a more interconnected bicycling and walking circu-
lation system for health, recreation and transportation purpos-
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es. The open houses will be held on Tuesday, January 10, at the 
Owen Brown Community Center, located at 6800 Cradlerock Way; 
and Wednesday, January 11, at Slayton House, located at 10400 
Cross Fox Lane. Both meetings will be held from 7:30 to 9 p.m. 
and will feature the same content. A brief presentation introduc-
ing the project team and describing the project, goals and objec-
tives will occur at approximately 8 p.m. Community members are 
encouraged to stop by any time during the open house to learn 
about the project and to suggest ideas to improve walking and bi-
cycling in Columbia, especially improvements to CA’s 93.5-mile 
pathway system. Before and after the presentation, there will be 
several “stations” for residents to make suggestions and recom-
mendations.
 In October, CA awarded the contract for the active transpor-
tation action agenda project to Toole Design Group, a nationally-
recognized planning and engineering firm specializing in bicycle 
and pedestrian planning and design. A 16-member citizens’ task 
force has also been formed to provide guidance to CA and consul-
tants as they work to create an active transportation action agen-
da. The project is anticipated to be completed by June 2012. For 
more information about this project, visit www.ColumbiaAssocia-
tion.org/ConnectingColumbia.
 Registration for the open house is appreciated, but not re-
quired. Register online at connecting-columbia-public-meetings.
eventbrite.com. For questions about the open houses, please 
contact Scott Templin at 410-715-3166 or Scott.Templin@Co-
lumbiaAssociation.com. For media resources, visit http://bit.ly/
vqxTQf. Follow the conversation about this event at #Connecting-
Columbia. 

Free Gardening Presentations
Great Beginnings for 
Beginner Gardeners
Thursday, January 19 at 7:30 p.m.
Amherst House, 
7251 Eden Brook Drive
410-381-9600
 Today is a great day to start gar-
dening. Walk through the beginning steps to getting started with 
gardening.

Grow It! Eat It! Spring Vegetable Gardening
Wednesday, January 25 at 7:30 p.m.
The Hawthorne Center, 6175 Sunny Spring
410-730-7327
 A vegetable garden can be established in containers on your 
patio, in a sunny spot in your yard, or in a community garden 
plot. The harvest from your garden will provide you with fresh 
healthy produce and save you money. The presentation will cover 
planning your garden, selecting a site, preparing the soil, planting 
crops and taking care of your garden.

Creating Backyard Wildlife Habitats
Thursday, February 2 at 7:00 p.m.
Kahler Hall, 5440 Old Tucker Row
410-730-3888
 The talk explores ways to create a backyard that encourages 
birds, butterflies, moths, good bugs and other small animals. The 
discussion will teach about the basic needs for them such as food, 
housing, shelter and places to raise young birds.

Creating a Rain Garden
Thursday, February 9 at 7:30 p.m.
Amherst House, 7251 Eden Brook Drive
410-381-9600
 What is a Rain Garden? It is a special spot in your yard that 
collects runoff and is enhanced with native plants. Why should 
you have one? Come to this presentation and find out why and 
how along with plant suggestions.

Volunteers Recognized 
for Contributions to the 
Community
 At a dessert reception on November 
11, volunteers were honored for their 
commitment to the River Hill Commu-
nity Association and village residents.  
Volunteers are essential to the Associa-
tion’s governance, leadership, and op-
erations.  The Association relies on the 
skills and energy of its volunteers to as-
sist in providing quality services to River 
Hill residents and to plan for the future 
of our community.  Members of the As-
sociation’s Board of Directors, Resident 
Architectural Committee, Architectur-
al Committee, Master Plan Committee, 
Teen Advisory Committee, and others 
were recognized and enjoyed an opportunity to socialize outside 
their usual volunteer activities.  
 Several volunteers received special recognition at the event.  
Frank Saletel, who began serving on the Village Board in 2005 
and served for three consecutive two-year terms, received an 
achievement award for his service.  Throughout his time on the 
Board of Directors, Frank focused his efforts on providing finan-
cial oversight and guidance on matters related to the Columbia 
Association’s Open Space.  Asmi Panigrahi was recognized for her 
commitment to youth involvement in the community.  Asmi served 
as a Teen Representative for two years before being appointed to 
the Board of Directors as a Student Member in 2010.  

 The Volunteer of the Year award was given to Trevor Greene, 
the Chair of the Association’s Master Plan Committee.  Trevor 
was also a member of the Board of Directors when he took on the 
leadership role for this Committee.  The Association’s Master Plan 
Committee has been focusing on planning for the future of the 
River Hill Village Center while also examining the relationship be-
tween the Village Center and other development along the MD 108 
corridor in Clarksville.  In his role as Chairman, Trevor created a 
blog, riverhillmasterplan.blogspot.com, to help communicate and 
engage residents on the planning process, he coordinated a walk-
about of the Village Center and surrounding area, and he played a 
key role in coordinating a dialogue with the community via a sur-
vey and presentation held in April 2011. Trevor was instrumental 
in providing testimony before the County Council and Planning 
Board which resulted in the approval of a County traffic study that 
is examining traffic patterns and volumes in an effort to improve 
congestion and access along the MD 108 corridor between MD 32 
and Linden Linthicum Lane.
 The Association appreciates all of the time and effort that vol-
unteers give to our community – Thank You!

Trevor Greene
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 On Saturday, De-
cember 3, Claret Hall was 
taken over with the Christ-
mas spirit while kids visit-
ed with and enjoyed sitting 
on Santa’s lap. Smiles and 
laughter filled the air while 
kids did crafts of decorating 
cookies and picture frames 
and made ice cream cone 
Christmas trees. The River 
Hill Teen Advisory Commit-
tee coordinated all the teen 
volunteers who helped the 
event run smoothly. Their 
help was greatly appreciat-
ed! This Santa event was a 
nice way to begin the holi-
day season.
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 The Resident Architectural Committee (RAC) review and 
recommendation meetings are generally held at 7:30 p.m. at 
Claret Hall. The sign-in attendance sheet is available at 7 p.m. 
and applications are reviewed in the order that applicants sign-
in. Applicants should bring to the meeting any supplemental 
documentation, application amendments, or additional infor-
mation that the RAC has requested.
 Architectural Guidelines and application forms for exterior 
alterations and in-home businesses can be obtained at Claret 
Hall or online at www.villageofriverhill.org. RAC meeting agen-
das are posted at the Village office and on the website. Agen-
das are published in The Villager when the publication schedule 
permits. Residents are encouraged to attend the RAC review 
meeting. The Architectural Committee (AC) decision may differ 
from the RAC recommendation. Therefore, residents must not 
begin their project until they receive notice of the final decision. 
Please allow 5 to 6 weeks for the entire application process.

Architectural News:
 

RAC MEETING DATES
Application Deadline Meeting Date

January 6, 2012 January 18, 2012

January 20, 2012 February 1, 2012

February 3, 2012 February 15, 2012

February 17, 2012 March 7, 2012

March 2, 2012 March 21, 2012

March 30, 2012 April 18, 2012

April 13, 2012 May 2, 2012

FAST TRACK SCHEDULE
Application Deadline Fridays by 12 Noon

Upcoming RAC Agenda
January 18, 2012

 This agenda will be posted online at http://villageofriverhill.
org/covenant-info/ when available.

AC Decisions
December 7, 2011

Pending                                                                 
6403 Few Star Court    Garage Doors
6312 Silvery Star Path   Siding 
6617 Towering Oak Path   Lighting
6324 Velvet Path Fence: Split Rail
12124 Sunlit Water Way    Tree Removal
6436 Grateful Heart Gate    Shed
6424 Grateful Heart Gate    Door

 
November 16, 2011

Pending
12213 Summer Sky Path    Fence
6465 Sundown Trail   Deck
12200 Summer Sky Path   Retaining Wall
6020 Daybreak Circle   Lighting
 
November 2, 2011

Approved
6320 Victorious Song Lane   Color Change: Front Door

  

Exterior Alteration Plans
 When considering making any exterior alterations to your 
property or if you have received a trampoline or play set, always 
refer to the Revised Architectural Guidelines first to find out if an 
exterior alteration application should be submitted.  Plan ahead, 
start the approval process now, for spring projects.  Review the 
revised guidelines at www.villageofriverhill.org/covenant-info/ar-
chitectural-guidelines/.
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Architectural News:
 

Inclement Weather Information 
and Winter Tips

Trash and Recycle Collection:
 During inclement weather, every effort will be made to con-
tinue to provide scheduled collections. If collections are cancelled 
due to snow, ice, or other severe weather, pick-up will be made the 
following week on your scheduled day, if possible, or when road 
conditions permit. Call 410-313-6444 for cancellation and make-
up information.

Snow Removal:
 Heavy Snows: In the event of a deep snow, be sure to clear the 
snow away from the hydrants and storm drains. Shoveling sever-
al times every few hours is much easier on the body than shovel-
ing once with very deep snow. Make sure to keep the ends of your 
downspouts cleared of ice and snow to avoid backups and ice 
damage. If you can reach them, clear your gutters of ice and snow. 
Backups can cause roof damage. Clear around the cluster mail-
boxes in order to ensure delivery and access by neighbors.

Snow Emergency: 
•	 Should a snow emergency go into effect, remain indoors and 

identify a central room where there is an alternate heat source 

like a fireplace.
•	 Use appropriate fire safeguards, ensure proper ventilation. 

NEVER leave children and/ or pets alone in a room with por-
table heaters or open flames.

•	 Keep your car’s gas tank at least half-full to prevent the fuel 
line from freezing.

•	 Keep a storm safety kit with flashlights, extra batteries, bot-
tled water, canned foods, manual can opener, blankets, radio, 
clock and medications.

•	 Charge rechargeable batteries and flashlight.
•	 Keep cell phones, and laptops charged
•	 If you live alone, identify someone with whom you have reg-

ular contact and exchange emergency contact information.
•	 Should you be unable to return home, identify and inform a 

neighbor who could care for your pets.
•	 Remember to check on neighbors, especially those with spe-

cial needs or who live alone.
 To learn more about weather preparedness visit www.ready.
gov or www.howardcountymd.gov/oem.htm and/or the American 
Red Cross: www.redcross.org/portal/site/en/menuitem.86f46a1
2f382290517a8f210b80f78a0/?vgnextoid=92d51a53f1c37110Vg
nVCM1000003481a10aRCRD&vgnextfmt=default. 

Snow Removal Progress:  The following is an interactive County 
website that shows real time snow removal progress http://how-
ardcountymdpublic.eroadtrack.com/. Move cars off the street 
when it snows. This will enable the plows to do a better job. Re-



12 • The River Hill Villager • January 2012

member ice and snow must be removed from any county side-
walk/walking surface abutting your property within 48 hours of 
the end of a storm. This also applies to townhouse and condomin-
ium properties. If you notice unclear sidewalks, you can call the 
non-emergency police personnel at 410-313-2200.

Be a Community Volunteer
 Is this your time to serve your community? Become a Resi-
dent Architectural Committee (RAC) volunteer and meet your 
neighbors, be active, and make a positive impact in the communi-
ty.  Learn how our village’s exterior alteration process works. You 
don’t have to have any special skills, just be at least 18 years old, 
live in the Village, and have the ability to meet for a few hours for 
site visits and again for the meetings on the 1st and 3rd Wednes-
day evenings.
 The RAC is seeking community members to serve as volun-
teers.  This experience will give you an opportunity to learn about 
new materials and techniques available in the home construction 
and landscaping industries, identify new projects you’d like to im-
plement at your own home, and give back to your community.
 To find out how you can contribute and make a difference in 
your own backyard, contact the Association’s Covenant Advisor at 
covenants@villageofriverhill.org or 410-531-1749.

Architectural News:
 Snow Shovelers Needed

 The Association is updating its 
snow shoveler and snow blower list.   
This list is given out to residents in-
quiring about assistance with snow 
removal.  If you are interested in 
being on our list, please call 410-
531-1749 or email manager@villa-
geofriverhill.org with your contact 
information.
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School News:
 

Child Care and Preschool 
Information Fair
 On Saturday, January 21 from 9 a.m. - 1 p.m. at Ten Oaks 
Ballroom, visit the annual Howard County Preschool and Child 
Care Information Fair. This free fair provides parents, guardians, 
grandparents and child care personnel with a “one stop shop” for 
information on child care and pre-school programs, as well as the 
opportunity to talk face-to-face with teachers and program direc-
tors. Representatives from community service organizations that 
provide programs and services to Howard County’s young children 
will be on hand to furnish information to parents. For more infor-
mation, contact the Office of Children’s Services at 410-313-1940 
or e-mail Debbie Yare at dyare@howardcountymd.gov.

Road to Kindergarten 
Presentations 
 Do you have a child who will be turning 5 years old by Sep-
tember, 1, 2012 and will be starting Kindergarten? If so, you do 
not want to miss one of the free Road to Kindergarten information 
sessions that will begin in January at various locations through-
out Howard County. The purpose of these sessions is to help make 
the process of entering school easy and less stressful for children 

and families. For more information about the sessions and to ob-
tain dates and times, call 410-313-5693 or email jeannie_veale@
hcpss.org.

Celebrating Successes for 
Children 2012 
 Do you know someone who works with or for children and 
deserves to be recognized for their dedication and effort? The Of-
fice of Children’s Services is seeking nominations for its annual 
awards ceremony, Celebrating Successes. In the past, nomina-
tions have been received for teachers, child care providers, camps, 
Scout leaders, religious school teachers, youth mentors, neighbor-
hood volunteers, police officers, coaches, restaurants, librarians, 
and many others. Beginning February 1, nominate a person or 
program online at www.howardcountymd.gov/children. For more 
information, call 410-313-1940.

Family Cultural Event
 On Friday, January 27 from 6:30 – 8 p.m., Pointers Run El-
ementary School will celebrate the diverse community that we live 
in by having delicious international foods, games, crafts, and a 
Student Talent Show. For more information, please contact Jac-
queline Easley at 410-531-1106 or JacqEasley@yahoo.com.
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School News:
 

Friends of Education Award
 The Friends of Education Award was established by the Board 
of Education to recognize individuals, businesses or organizations 
making innovative or unique contributions that directly support 
the school system’s mission of excellence in teaching and learning. 
Any member of the Howard County community or any group, or-
ganization, or business located in or serving Howard County may 
be nominated for the award. The nomination deadline is Friday, 
January 27. Awards will be presented on April 12. For nomination 
forms and additional information, contact the Administrative Sec-
retary to the BOE at 410-313-1584 or visit www.hcpss.org/board/
foe.shtml.

“New Age” Challenges for 
Parents of Adolescents 
 An honest and practical panel discussion on issues facing to-
day’s parents of middle and high schoolers will be held on Thurs-

day, January 12 from 6:30 – 8:30 p.m. at The Bain Center. Topics 
will include Promoting Positive Self-Esteem, Managing Anger, and 
Dating and Relationships. After presentations from each panel 
member, all parents may take part in open discussion or submit 
questions anonymously, depending on their comfort level. This 
event is free but space is limited; please pre-register by calling 
410-313-1940 or emailing children@howardcountymd.gov with 
your name and contact email. This discussion is for parents only.

PTSA Scholarships Available
 River Hill High School PTSA awards five $500 scholarships to 
River Hill High School Seniors.  Applicants and at least one par-
ent must be PTSA members in order to be eligible for the schol-
arships. Recipients are determined by  RHHS  Student Services 
Center.  Students and their parent must become PTSA members 
by January 10 to apply for the scholarship.   Please fill out the 
membership form on RiverHill.org under the PTSA tab and then 
send a check to school.

Winter Classes in River Hill:
Abrakadoodle (Claret Hall)

Classes Resume in February
Call 410-381-5566 or visit www.abrakadoodle.com/MD004.

Arya Dance Class (Claret Hall)

Wed   ongoing   6 - 9 p.m. 
Sat  ongoing    9:15 - 11:45 a.m.
Call 240-421-0020 or visit www.aryaintl.com. 

Central Maryland Ballet (Claret Hall)

Sat 1/14 - 6/2 9:30 - 10:45 a.m.  
Sat 1/14 - 6/2 10:45 - 11:45 a.m. 
Call 443-472-7772 
or visit www.centralmarylandyouthballet.com.

Combattitude (Claret Hall)

M  ongoing     6:30 - 8:30 p.m.
For more information visit www.combattitude.com.

Easy Method Driving School (Meeting Room)

M/W ongoing 5:50 – 9:05 p.m.
Call 410-461-9090 or 1-877-461-9090 or 
visit www.easymethoddrivingschool.com. 

KidzArt (Claret Hall)    

T  1/3 - 2/7      1 - 2 p.m.
Call 410-489-0323 or visit www.KidzArtMD.com.

Lango Spanish Immersion Class  (Meeting Room) 

Sat 1/21 - 2/18       9:30 - 10:30 a.m.      Ages 2 - 6
Visit www.langoHoCo.com for more information.

Middle Patuxent Nursery School (Meeting Room)

M-F  9/6/11-5/25/12   9:15 - 12 noon  Ages 2-5
For information call 443-535-9030 or visit MPNS.net.

Music Together with Miri (Claret Hall)

Th  1/12 - 3/29  10 - 10:45 a.m.  Ages 0 - 5
For information call 301-758-0304 or visit 
www.musictogetherwithmiri.com.

Rosestan Persian Language School (Meeting Room)

Sun  ongoing   10:30 a.m. - 12:15 p.m.
Call 410-442-5009 or visit www.rosestan.com. 

Tien Shan Kung Fu (Claret Hall)

T/Th ongoing 7:30– 8:45 p.m.
Call 410-381-9077 or email qjohn@juno.com. 
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School News:
 

their experiences with substance abuse and how they overcame 
those challenges and started making healthier choices. A panel 
discussion will follow, including a drug and alcohol abuse coun-
selor who can answer questions and concerns about what parents 
should look for and what they can do. This free event is presented 
by HCDrugfree at the East Columbia Library and is open to adults 
and teens age 13 and older. For more information, visit www.hc-
drugfree.org or call 443-325-0040. 
 

RHHStival 2012
 The River Hill High School Department of Music is hosting its 
annual music festival featuring rock bands and emerging talent from 
schools throughout the HCPSS on Saturday, January 14 from 6 – 11 
p.m. in the River Hill High Auditorium. Tickets are $10 at the door.  

Middle Patuxent Nursery 
School Open House
MPNS is located in the Meeting Room in River Hill (adjacent to 
the outdoor pool) and will be holding an Open House on Tuesday, 
January 24 and Wednesday, January 25 from 10-11:30. Half day 
programs for 3 and 4 year olds are available.  For more informa-
tion please call 443-535-9030 or visit www.mpns.net.

29th Annual Camp Expo 
 Do you know what your kids are doing this summer? On Sun-
day, January 29 from 2:30 – 5:00 p.m. at Kahler Hall, you can 
attend a camp fair and find out about camps in the area. Repre-
sentatives of day and residential camps will be on hand to speak 
to prospective campers and their parents. Explore a wide range 
of camps from sports to nature discovery to drama to educational 
programs. For more information, call 410-730-0770. Admission is 
free. 

Special Needs Camp Fair
 On Tuesday, January 24 from 6:30-8:30 p.m., The Howard 
County  Autism Society (HCAS) and the HCPSS Office of Spe-
cial Education invite parents to explore programs offered at many 
local summer camps for students with special needs. The event 
will take place at Cedar Lane School. For more information, con-
tact the HCAS Resource Center at 410-290-3466 or 
info@howard-autism.org. 

Teen 2 Teen Panel Discussion
 On Thursday, January 19 at 7 p.m., a panel of teens describe 
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Bagel Bin & Deli 
410-531-0335

Columbia Bank 
410-531-7000

Everett Jewelers 
410-531-7990

Giant Food 
410-531-7831

Hair Cuttery 
410-531-8052

Ledo Pizza 
443-535-0599

M&T Bank 
410-531-7083

Massage Envy 
410-531-0711

McDonald’s 
410-531-7950

Panda Kitchen 
410-531-7866

River Hill Cleaners 
410-531-7742

River Hill Optical 
410-531-7920

River Hill Sports Grille 
410-531-7900

Subway 
410-531-7982

www.riverhillvillagecenter.com

Sunoco 
410-531-7510

Tower Federal Credit Union 
301-497-7000

The UPS Store 
410-531-9861

Vintage Cellars 
410-531-7860

AROUND TOWN
CA Offering Public Brick Sale

In honor of Columbia’s 45th birthday, the Columbia Association 
(CA) will once again offer a public sale of Downtown Columbia 
Lakefront brick pavers. CA offers the Buy-A-Brick program every 
five years in honor of a milestone Columbia birthday. The bricks 
will be installed during the spring of 2012 on the walkways in 
front of the downtown lakefront restaurants. Bricks are $65 for 
two lines and $75 for three lines. Orders will be taken December 
12 through February 24. For more information, visit 
www.ColumbiaAssociation.org/Buy-A-Brick or contact Erin 
McPhail at Erin.McPhail@ColumbiaAssociation.org or 410-423-
4108.

Howard County’s Volunteer  
Tax Assistance Site (VITA)

The VITA program will provide free income tax preparation to tax-
payers who meet income eligibility requirements. This program 
will be open January 18 through April 14 at the North Laurel Com-
munity Center, 9411 Whiskey Bottom Road. Operations will take 
place Wednesdays and Thursdays from 4 to 8 p.m. and Saturdays 
9 a.m. to 3 p.m. An appointment is necessary and can be sched-
uled at the start of the New Year by visiting the VITA webpage at 
http://www.howardcountymd.gov/vita.htm. More information on 
how to become a VITA volunteer is available on the Office of Con-
sumer Affairs’ website at consumer.howardcountymd.gov.

Children’s Stay Home Alone Course
On Saturday, January 28 from 9 – 11 a.m., children ages 8-12 and 
their parents will learn safe, fun ways for children to stay at home 
alone. This free event will be held at Howard County General Hos-
pital in Suite 100. For more information, call 410-740-7601.

Candlelight Kids Performance
On Sunday, January 22 at 2:30 and 4:30 p.m., Henry and Mudge, 
based on Cynthia Rylant’s best selling series of books, will be per-
formed at the Smith Theater, HCC, 10901 Little Patuxent Pkwy. 
Tickets are $10 ppr all ages and group discounts are available. 
For more information, go to www.candlelightconcerts.org or call 
410-997-2324.

West African Music/Storytelling/Dance 
for Little Ones

Oakland Mills Community Association presents Anansegromma of 
Ghanna who will present this memorable performance on Janu-
ary 20 at 10 a.m. at The Other Barn. Tickets are $4.50 - $5 ppr. 
Go to www.oaklandmills.org for more information.

Looking to Lose Weight This Year?
On Monday, January 16 from 7 – 8:30 p.m., Howard County Gen-
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AROUND TOWN

For the Straight Facts about Braces
Consult Drs. Byron and David Bonebreak, ORTHODONTISTS

The River Hill Village Center 
(next to the RH Giant and The Columbia Gym)

Offering the Best Treatments, including

Best Treatments Available
Reasonable Fees
Afternoon & Evening Appointments
Consultations are Free
Excellent Results
Super Smiles

Free Initial Consultation  
410-381-1077

eral Hospital is sponsoring a free event that teaches about the six 
tastes (sweet, salty, sour, bitter, bland and spicy) of healthy eat-
ing. The program will help you plan meals that will tantalize your 
taste buds, provide balance in your diet and promote well-being. 
For more information, visit www.hcgh.org/.

GreenFest 2012 - Now Accepting  
Vendor Applications!

Vendor applications for the 5th Annual GreenFest on April 14 
from 10 a.m. – 4 p.m. at Howard Community College are now 
available online at www.hcgreenfest.org. Encourage your favorite 
local green business to apply and help spread the word. Remem-
ber, apply early because space fills up quickly and the price goes 
up as well. Also, consider being a sponsor this year (limited to ven-
dors only).

Family Fun Bingo in  
Kings Contrivance

On Friday, January 27 from 7:30 – 9 p.m., try your luck at fam-
ily bingo at Amherst House. Six cards for $1 and snacks are free! 
Contact 410-381-9600 with questions and to register.

Orientations for Potential  
Disaster Volunteers

The Volunteer Center Serving Howard County hosts monthly di-
saster volunteer information and orientation sessions to inform 
community members on how to prepare to serve effectively in 
times of disaster in order to improve our community’s prepared-
ness and resiliency.  Sessions will be held on Wednesday, January 
11, Tuesday, February 7 and Thursday, March 8 from 6:30-7:30 
p.m. at CA Headquarters.   Each session will: identify local re-
sponse agencies; learn where to obtain necessary training; and in-
form participants on how they can prepare to volunteer effectively 
after a disaster. Registration is requested by emailing 
pam@volunteerhoward.org or calling 410-715-3179.

Treatment Foster Care Open House
Children’s Choice is a non-profit foster care agency, seeking lov-
ing, caring, and dedicated foster parents to care for treatment level 
children in your home.  We specialize in teens and mother/child 
placements.  There will be an open house on Tuesday, January 24 
at 6 p.m. at 6067 Harford, Baltimore. Please call 410-319-9681 for 
more information or to RSVP by January 14.
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COMMUNITY CLASSIFIEDS
Save This Ad – Handyman

Tree/shrub, leaf removal, gutter, landscape, roof, siding/trim, 
vent, masonry/brick, fence, carpentry, drywall, patios/steps/
walls, drainage, sky light cleaning, painting, deck, chimney, 
chalking, flood light blubs, shelving, senior/business retrofit, 
child/pet/pest barrier. Mike 410-290-9728.

MOMS Club of Clarksville
MOMS Club of Clarksville, a social and support group for stay-
at-home moms of Clarksville, Columbia-west, Highland, Fulton, 
Dayton and Glenelg, offers activities and playgroups.   Second 
Wednesday of the month at 9:30 a.m.  For more information, con-
tact momsclubofclarksvillemd@yahoo.com or visit our website at 
www.momsclubofclarksvillemd.org.

Heating & Air Conditioning Made Easy
Need your Furnace or Heat Pump or Air Conditioner replaced? 
Need a Humidifier or Air Cleaner? Call Donnie at 301-854-9994. 
Licensed and Insured. River Hill resident. MD State HVACR 
Lic#01-7754. 

Creative Paint Finishing
Thinking of giving your house a fresh new look?   We can help! 
Children’s Murals, Faux Finishes, Fireplace, Furniture, Cabinets, 
Wood Work, Decorative Painting and More. Contact Mo at 770-
755-0671 or MoNearing@gmail.com. References from River Hill 
Residents.   

Tutor for Elementary-Aged Children
Pointers Run teacher with 22 years experience in elementary and 
special education will help improve reading (decoding and com-
prehension), writing, math, or study/organizational skills. Call 
410-375-9858.

Guitar Lessons
Private acoustic or electric guitar lessons for all levels, from abso-
lute beginner to advanced performer! Learn any genres or songs 

you want! Skilled, experienced instructor and active performer w/
BA in music. Call Eric at 443-756-5266.

A Course in Miracles Meet-up
A Course in Miracles gathering weekly in River Hill. Meditation and 
discussion of the workbook section. Visitors on occasion to speak 
on the text. Friday, January 20th @ 7:30 pm. Call 433-799-2242.

Animal Crackers TLC Pet Sitting 
With Tender Loving Care

Cat & dog visits, dog walking (vacations, middays, overnights). 
New client discount. Job openings. Judi Neckritz: (C) 443-745-
8309, (H) 443-535-8632,jneckritz@comcast.net, 
www.petsittinginmd.com.

STEPHEN C.FLEMKE, O.D.
NANCY COOPER-GREGORY, O.D.

BETH KARMIOL, O.D.
JOANN JANCZEWSKI, O.D.

• Eyes Examined  • Prescriptions Filled 
• Large Fashionable frame and sunglass selection including:

Gucci, Ted Baker, Silhouette, Vera Bradley, 
Calvin Klein, Coach, Oakley, Seiko, Maui Jim, Prodesign and more

• Contact Lens Fitting, including specialty lenses
• Emergency services available

River Hill Village Center (next to The Columbia Bank) 
Clarksville,Maryland 410 531 7920

Hours: Mon 10-8, Tues-Fri, 10-6, Sat. 10-4

Check out the River Hill Community 
Association’s Facebook page. “Like Us” to 
get valuable information and stay informed 
about activities happening in Columbia.
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